
Shining 
Light on 
Your Tax 
Bill



Dear Hudsonville Resident:
This informational pamphlet is intended to help you to better 
understand the relationship between the taxes you pay and the 
services and benefits you receive as a city resident. A recent 
citizen survey showed that although Hudsonville city residents 
are overwhelmingly happy with the level of public services 
they receive in the city, many still feel that their taxes are too 
high. You most likely chose to reside in the city for many of the 
reasons listed in this brochure. We desire to ensure that you 
have as much information as possible about what your taxes 
include, how your tax dollars are spent and how Hudsonville 
taxes compare to surrounding municipalities. 

Here are a few FAQs about taxes:
So...What is Included in Your Tax Bill?
Your tax bill includes taxes levied by the City of Hudsonville, 
Hudsonville Public Schools, Ottawa County, Ottawa County 
Intermediate School District, and the State Education Tax. 

Although the city collects the tax payments for these different 
entities, the majority of your bill does not go to support the city 
operating expenses. 

2011 Summer Tax Bills  
City Operating  9.73030
Library Operating 1.00000
Library Building Debt 0.50000
School Debt  3.50000
School Building  0.50000
School Non-Home 9.00000
State Education  6.00000
Intermediate Schools 5.52340
County Operating 3.60000

2011 Winter Tax Bills
School Debt  3.50000
School Building  0.50000
School Non-Home 9.00000
County E-911  0.44000
County Parks  0.31650

Did you know that 
within your tax 

bill, only 11.2303 
mills (or 21%) are 
used to fund city 

and library
operations?

Did you know 
that taxes for city          
operations are col-
lected only on your 

summer tax bill?

How does the City use my tax dollars?
The City of Hudsonville prides itself on being fiscally conservative 
with tax payer dollars, only spending when truly necessary. 

Specifically, tax dollars are spent on things 
like roads and maintenance, staff and admin-
istrative expenses (such as elections), and 
park upkeep. 

How Are My Taxes Calculated?
Your taxes are based on the taxable value of 
your home or business property. The taxable 
value does not change by more than the infla-
tion rate or the mandated 5% cap, whichever 
is less. The taxable value cannot exceed 50% 
of the market value of your home.  

Is the Sales Price Equal to the Value of my Home?
Not necessarily.  Your home will need to be assessed using a stan-
dard methodology to  determine the market value.  

How Do Hudsonville’s Taxes Compare to Other Cities?
In comparison to other cities in Ottawa County, Hudsonville’s op-
erational tax rate is quite low.  In fact, we rank the second lowest tax 
rate in the county among cities.

   Holland  14.2500 
   Grand Haven  14.1065
   Coopersville  13.9137 
   Zeeland  11.2354
   Hudsonville  11.2303
   Ferrysburg   9.0389



Benefits of Living in the City

Here are some of the benefits of living in the 
City of Hudsonville.

       
      Hometown News Subscription.  

Family Events & Activities. City 
Identity. Connectivity.   

Sense of Place. Free Access to 
City’s 5 Beautiful 

Parks. Manicured Public 
Spaces and Lots. Free Leaf 
Disposal. Picnic Tables 
and Grills. Discounts 

on Facility Rentals    
Strong Traditional 
Neighborhoods. 
Safe Community.
Well Kept Homes 
& Yards.   Quick 
Emergency Response. 

Well Lit 
Streets 
and Sidewalks.

Municipal 
Water & 
Sewer. 
Roads 
Plowed & 
Salted 
Quickly.

Close to Downtown 
& Businesses. 
Great Schools. 
Access to Gary Byker 
Memorial Library 
Books & Programs. 
Close to Activities. 
Nearby Churches. 

Foot & Bike 
Paths. 
Sidewalks 
Everywhere. 
Sidewalks plowed in winter.

Community
Pride. 

People choose to live in a city for a variety reasons. But one of the most common is that city residents are generally provided 
with higher levels of service and amenities than are offered in townships. 

There are also many intangible benefits that only city living can provide.  



The City Maintains its Own Streets
Unlike townships where roads are owned and maintained by the County 
Road Commission, Hudsonville is responsible for maintaining our own 
streets. As a city resident this generally means 
that your streets are plowed and salted by the 
time you get up and go to work in the morning. It 
also means that we have control over prioritizing 
street repair and can therefore be more responsive 
to our residents’ desire for quality roads. 

Walkability & Sidewalks
One of the benefits of living in the city is that you 
are typically close enough to walk wherever you want to go. Whether 
it’s to go downtown, to a park, to the library or post office, to work or 
school, or anywhere in between, sidewalks are located along almost ev-
ery street in the city and provide a safe alternative route to your destina-
tion. The City of Hudsonville even plows its sidewalks during the winter 
to keep them open year round. 
Sense of Community
This is one of those intangible benefits mentioned earlier. When you 
live in the city you are part of the Hudsonville community. It is hard 

to describe what sense of community means, but 
you know it when you feel it. You feel it when 
you watch the Holiday Parade while sipping hot 
chocolate or take in a summer concert while eating 
ice cream. You feel it when you visit a local busi-
ness, the farmer’s market, or go for a walk in your 
neighborhood. Sense of community is a feeling that 
only comes by living in the city.

Public Safety
Hudsonville residents should feel safe as we enjoy one of the lowest 
crime rates in the area. This is due to the sense of community, belonging, 
and care for your neighbor that our residents experience, combined with 
the exceptional police and fire protection services offered in the city. 
A contractual agreement with the Ottawa County Sheriff Department 
results in a significant cost savings to you as a taxpayer, and provides 
a higher level of service than ever before. Likewise, our part time Fire 
Department personnel operate very efficiently and are highly trained and 
skilled. 

Breaking it Down... Accessibility and Convenience
Hudsonville is only about 4 square miles in size, and almost every       
service need one might have can be met within our boundaries. As a city        
resident, these services and amenities are more accessible to you by car 
or by foot. And when you need to travel beyond our boundaries, the 
I-196 interchange and Chicago Drive are easily accessed as well.

Library Access
One of the greatest benefits to living in the City of Hudsonville is your  
ability to access the Gary Byker Memorial Library, which is conveniently 
located in the heart of the community.  A portion of the taxes you pay 
supports the operation of the library. Excellent programming is offered 
by the library staff, both for children and adults. Additionally, the library 
offers services to the residents of Hudsonville, such as job search assis-
tance and free internet access.  

Municipal Water and Sewer
Another benefit of living in the city is that you are supplied with munici-
pal water and sewer service wherever you live. Our water is purchased 
through the City of Wyoming and originates from Lake Michigan. It is 
extensively tested and you never have to worry about contaminates, tan-
nins, hard water, or bad taste. Having sanitary sewer also saves you the 
headaches of maintaining you own septic system and drain field.

Parks
The City of Hudsonville operates five beauti-
ful parks, including the 73 acre Hudsonville 
Nature Center. Although these parks are 
available to the general public, they are much 
more accessible to city residents (due to prox-
imity).  In addition, city residents receive a 
discount on park facility rentals.

Community Events
Hudsonville offers a number of free events through local partnerships 

which are accessible for residents.  These include the 
Holiday Parade, Huntington Concerts on the Green 
summer concerts, Memorial Day Service, and  Dis-
cover Hudsonville Days.  City residents are notified 
of these events and other important announcements 
through the exclusive Hometown News publication, 
which is mailed out quarterly to Hudsonville resi-
dents and on our Facebook page. 



good people good living

City of Hudsonville
3275 Central Boulevard

Hudsonville, MI 49426-1450
p: 616.669.0200    f: 616.669.2330

www.hudsonville.org 

This brochure is intended for informational purposes only.  
If you have any questions about your specific tax bill, please 

do not hesitate to contact us!

We are always interested in feedback on how well we are serving you.  
Please always feel free to write, call, or stop by!


