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ARTICLE 21 DEFINITIONS

Section 21.01 Rules of Construction
A.The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Ordinance, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this Article,
except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning.

B. Rules of Construction and Organization: The following rules of construction apply to this Ordinance:
1. The particular shall control the general. For terms used in this Ordinance, the use of a general or similar term shall not be
2. taken to be the same as the use of any other specific term.
3. The language of this Ordinance shall be read literally. Regulations are no more or less strict that stated.
4. The phrase “person” includes an individual, a corporation, a partnership, an incorporated association, or any similar entity.
5. The phrase “used for” includes arranged for, designed for, intended for, maintained for, constructed for, altered for, rented
for, leased for, sold for, or occupied for.

6. In case of any difference of meaning or implication between the text of this Ordinance and any caption, illustration, or image,
the text shall control.

7. A building or structure includes any part thereof.
8. Words used in the present tense shall include the future tense.
9. Words used in the singular number shall include the plural, and the plural shall include the singular, unless context clearly in-
dicates the contrary.

10. The word “shall” is always mandatory and not discretionary. The word “may” is permissive.Unless the context clearly
indicates the contrary, where a regulation involves two or more items, conditions, provisions, or events connected by con-
junctions “and”, “or”, or “either… or”, the conjunction shall be interpreted as follows:
a. “And” indicates that all the connected items, conditions, provisions or events apply.
b. “Or” indicates the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events may apply singly or in any combination.
c. “Either…or” indicates that the connected items, conditions, provisions or events shall apply singly, but not in combination.

11. Terms not defined in this Article shall have the meaning given to them in the latest edition of Merriam Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary.
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Section 21.02 Definitions
For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain words and terms shall have the meanings defined in this Article. Where certain words or terms
are defined in other Articles of this Ordinance, such words or terms shall have the meanings defined in such Articles.

A DEFINITIONS “A”:

ABUTTING:
The condition of two adjoining parcels or lots having a common property line or boundary, but not including cases where adjoining lots
are separated by a street or alley.

ACCESSORY BUILDING TYPE:
Refer to Accessory Dwelling Unit definition.

ACCESSORY BUILDING, GARAGE:
An accessory building used for storage of automobiles, small trucks, vans and related uses customary and incidental to the single family
residential dwelling.

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT (ACCESSORY BUILDING TYPE):
A specific type of accessory building or structure which is detached from the principal building with a garage on the main level and a
dwelling unit or home business on the second floor. Sometimes referred to as a “granny flat” or “carriage house” and referenced in this
Ordinance as a specific building type (Accessory Building Type). Refer to Article 6 Building Types for specific requirements of the Ac-
cessory Dwelling Unit . The Accessory Dwelling Unit is allowed only in specific Districts by Special Use Permit.

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE OR BUILDING:
A building or structure which is clearly incidental to, devoted exclusively to, subordinate to and located on the same lot as the principal
building to which it is related. When an accessory building is connected to a principal building by common, major structural elements
such as a wall or roof it shall be considered part of the main or principal building or structure for setback purposes. Examples are
garages, carports, sheds, gazebos and greenhouses. Accessory structures or buildings shall not be dwelling units (refer to Dwelling Unit
definition).

ACCESSORY USE:
A use located on the same lot that is customarily incidental, appropriate and subordinate to the principal use of land or buildings. Syn-
onymous with Ancillary Use.

ADJACENT:
The condition where two or more parcels share common property lines or where two parcels are separated only by an alley, easement,
right-of-way or street. Synonymous with Adjoining.

ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTURE:
A minor deviation from the requirements of this Ordinance as reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator or his or her de-
signee. Administrative Departures are provided to permit development of individual lots or properties that generally fall within the re-
quirements of the District Standards and a practical difficulty does not exist. However, due to site characteristics or other related
conditions, a limited degree of flexibility to meet the spirit and purpose of this Ordinance is appropriate. It is not a general waiver or
weakening of regulations. Rather, the procedure permits a site-specific plan that is equal to or better than the strict application of a de-
sign standard. It is not intended as a substitute for a Variance or as a means for relief from standards in this Ordinance.

ADULT ARCADE:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21.

ADULT BOOKSTORE:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21.
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ADULT CABARET:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21.

ADULT MOTEL:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21.

ADULT MOTION PICTURE THEATER:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions Article 21.

ADULT NOVELTY STORE:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21.

ADULT VIDEO STORE:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21.

ADULT USES:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21.

ALLEY:
The vehicle passage-way within the block that provides access to the rear of buildings, vehicle parking (e.g., garages), utility meters, re-
cycling and garbage bins.

ALTERATION:
Any change, addition or modification in construction or type of occupancy or any change in the structural members of a building, such
as walls or partitions, columns, beams, or girders, to consummated act of which may be referred to in this Ordinance as “altered” or “re-
constructed”.

AMBIENT SOUND LEVEL:
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

AMENDMENT:
A change in the wording, context or substance of this Ordinance, or a change in the District boundaries on the Regulating Plan.

ANCILLARY USE:
Refer to Accessory Use definition.

ANEMOMETER:
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

ANIMALS AND ANIMAL SERVICES:
DOMESTIC ANIMAL: A small animal of the type generally accepted as pets including, but not limited to, dogs, cats, and fish, but
not including roosters, ducks, geese, pea fowl, goats, sheep, hogs or similar animals.
KENNEL: A facility for the boarding, breeding, raising, grooming, selling, training or other animal husbandry activities for do-
mestic animals.
SALES, SERVICES AND DAY CARE: An establishment that includes sales, grooming or other services, or day time care of dogs,
cats and similar small animals. Typical uses include pet stores, dog bathing and clipping salons and pet grooming shops. No overnight
boarding is allowed.
VETERINARY CLINIC: A building, or any portion of a building, used for the treatment of house pets as outpatients only and does
not have interior or outdoor kennels and overnight boarding.
VETERINARY HOSPITAL: A building, or any portion of a building, used for the treatment of house pets, and may have interior
or outdoor kennels and overnight boarding.

APARTMENT BUILDING TYPE:
A residential unit sharing a building and a lot with other units and/or uses; may be for rent, or for sale as a condominium. Refer to Ar-
ticle 6 for specific information on the Apartment Building Type.
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APPEAL:
A procedure by which a decision, interpretation or enforcement action is brought from a lower decision-making authority to a higher au-
thority for determination.

APPLICANT:
The owner of property or the authorized representative of the owner applying for development approval.

APPROVAL:
A written notice by an authorized representative or designated decision-making body of the City approving the design, progress or com-
pletion of work.

APRON:
Architectural Element: The exterior trim below a window sill.

ARCADE:
A roofed or built structure, extending over the sidewalk open to the street except for supporting columns, piers, or arches.

ARCADE PRIVATE FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 7 Private Frontage Standards.

ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS:
That portion of a building containing any architectural projection, relief, cornice, column, change of building material, or window or door
opening. Also, ornamentation or decorative features attached to or protruding from an exterior wall that add detail and/or finely-scaled
features to a façade. Examples are plinths, cornices, knee braces, columns, belt courses, chimneys, bay windows and other decorative or-
naments. Synonymous with Architectural Detail.

ARCHITRAVE:
Architectural Element: The lowest part of an entablature, sometimes used by itself as an architectural element.

ARTICULATION:
Shifts in the plane of walls, setbacks, reveals, overhangs, and details in order to create variations in a building’s façade. Variations of a build-
ing’s mass through the use of deep setbacks, diminishing upper floor areas, and/or projecting roof overhangs.

ATTACHED DWELLING UNIT:
Refer to Dwelling Unit, Attached definition.

AVERAGE GRADE:
Refer to Grade, Average definition.

AVERAGE ILLUMINATION LEVELS:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definitions in Article 21.

AWNING:
A retractable or fixed shelter projecting from and supported by the exterior wall of a building (cantilevered) and constructed on rigid or
non-rigid materials on a supporting framework. Compare to Canopy and Marquee.

AWNING SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.
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B DEFINITIONS “B”:

BALCONY:
The exterior platform attached to the front of the principal building. Balconies typically are roofed and enclosed by balustrades (railings)
and posts that extend up to the roof, when in conjunction with a Private Frontage Type.

BALCONY PRIVATE FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 7 Private Frontage Standards.

BALCONY BOXES:
A small scale agricultural use. A form of container gardening that is primarily developer / designer driven due to its more formal inte-
grated nature relative to the architecture, although it can also be driven by residents in some cases. Balcony boxes typically are a more
public form of urban gardening as they typically occur at the building frontages, but they are still a privately tended urban gardening type.
Refer to Article 10 Use Standards.

BALUSTER:
Architectural Element: One of a number of short vertical members used to support a stair handrail or guardrail.

BALUSTRADE:
Architectural Element: An entire railing system including a top rail, balusters and often a bottom rail.

BANNER SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

BARGEBOARD:
Architectural Element: The trim board that is fastened to the projecting gable ends of a roof.

BASEMENT:
That portion of a building which is partly or wholly below finished grade, but so located that the vertical distance from the average grade
to the floor is greater than the vertical distance from the average grade to the ceiling. A basement shall not be counted as a story.

BATTEN:
Architectural Element: A narrow strip of wood applied to cover a joint along the edges of two parallel boards in the same plane.

BEADED-PROFILE PANELS:
Panels manufactured to resemble traditional bead board.

BERM:
A mound of earth graded, shaped and improved with landscaping in such a fashion as to be used for visual and/or audible screening
purposes.

BILLBOARD:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

BLADE SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

BLOCK:
Land bounded by streets, not including alleys, or by a combination of streets and public land, rail road rights-of-way, water bodies or any
other barrier.

BOULEVARD PUBLIC FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 8 Public Frontage Standards.
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BRICK MOULD:
Architectural Element: Window or door trim typically found around the openings on masonry buildings.

BUILDABLE AREA:
The area of the lot within the limits of the required setbacks for the main building or principal structure. The buildable area is the max-
imum area that can be built upon, including additions, now and in the future. Synonymous with building envelope.

BUILDING:
Any structure, either temporary or permanent, having a roof supported by columns, walls, or any other supports, which is used for the
purpose of housing, sheltering, storing, or enclosing persons, animals, or personal property, or carrying on business activities. This def-
inition shall include tents, awnings, mobile homes, or vehicles used for such purposes.

BUILDING DISPOSITION:
The placement of the building on the site or lot.

BUILDING ENVELOPE:
Refer to Buildable Area definition.

BUILDING HEIGHT:
The vertical distance measured from entry grade to the highest point of flat roofs, to the deck line of mansard roofs, and the average
height between eaves and the ridge of gable, hip, and gambrel roofs. Refer to Section 2.09.

BUILDING HEIGHT, DIMENSIONAL FLOOR HEIGHTS:
The numerical height of a specific building type measured from floor to floor or floor to roof structure to determine the height of each
story related to each building type. Number of stories are indicated within the Districts Standards and are required to be paired with the
dimensional floor heights. Refer to Article 6 Building Type Standards.

BUILDING HEIGHT, NUMBER OF STORIES:
The actual number of stories allowed within a District, not related to specific Building Type. Number of stories shall be paired with the
dimensional floor heights (height of story) to determine the maximum or minimum building height within the District. Refer to Article
4 District Standards.

BUILDING-MOUNTED SATELLITE DISH ANTENNA:
Refer to Satellite Dish Antenna definitions in Article 21.

BUILDING MOUNTED SIGNS:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

BUILDING, PRINCIPAL:
Refer to Principal Building or Structure definition.

BUILDING SIGN AREA:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

BUILDING TYPE:
The massing, form, composition, architectural elements, essential features, functions and site disposition that defines specific buildings
within this Ordinance. Refer to Article 6 Building Type Standards.

BUILD-TO-LINE:
A build-to-line is the measurement that defines the edge in which the street (or right-of-way) facing building walls are required to be built-
to. When a build-to-line is indicated by the District or Building Type Standards, it is a requirement, not a permissive minimum as is a set-
back line.
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BUILD-TO-ZONE:
A build-to-zone is the measurement that defines the range (or zone) in which the street (or right-of-way) facing building walls are required
to be built-within. When a build-to-zone is indicated by the District or Building Type Standards, it is a requirement that the building walls
are constructed within the range.

BUFFER:
Vegetative material, structures (e.g. walls, fence), berms, or any combination of these elements that are used to separate and screen in-
compatible uses from one another.

C DEFINITIONS “C”:

CALIPER:
The diameter of a tree trunk measured six (6) inches above the ground for trees up to and including four (4) inches in diameter; and twelve
(12) inches above the ground fro trees greater than four (4) inches in diameter.

CANOPY:
A rigid multi-sided structure typically constructed of metal or other rigid material that is either supported by the exterior wall of the build-
ing (cantilevered) or hung from the exterior wall of the building with turnbuckles or supported in whole or in part by posts embedded
in the ground. Compare to awning and marquee.

CANOPY SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

CANOPY STREET TREE:
Refer to Tree definitions in Article 21.

CAPITAL:
Architectural Element: The topmost member, usually decorated, of a column, pilaster, etc.

CARPORT:
A roofed structure or shelter or portion of a building open on two or more sides that is provided for the purpose of sheltering one or
more motor vehicles.

CAST OR PRESSED CONCRETE PAVER BLOCK:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

CHANGEABLE MESSAGE SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

CHARACTER:
Those attributes, qualities, and features that make up and distinguish a building or structure, a group of buildings or structures, or a
neighborhood or a District, and give it a sense of purpose, function, definition, and uniqueness.

CHILD CARE CENTER:
A facility, other than a private residence, licensed by the Michigan Department of Social Services, in which one or more children are given
care and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours per day, and where a parent or legal guardian is not immediately available to the child.

A child care center includes a facility which provides care for not less than two consecutive weeks, regardless of the number of hours of
care per day. A child care center does not include a Sunday school; a vacation Bible school; a religious class where children are in atten-
dance for not greater than four hours per day for an indefinite period, or not greater than eight hours per day for a period not to exceed
four weeks during a 12-month period; or a facility operated by a religious organization where children are cared for not greater than four
hours per day, while persons responsible for the children are attending religious classes or services.
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CIVIC BUILDING:
A building operated by not-for-profit organizations dedicated to arts, culture, education, recreation, government, transit and municipal
parking; or for use by the legislative body. Example of civic buildings may include, but are not limited to city halls, public works build-
ings, libraries, post offices, schools and churches. Synonymous with Public Building or Institutional Building.

CLEAR GLASS:
Glass in windows, doors and storefront windows shall be transparent to insure a safe, pedestrian-oriented environment. Glass shall be
clear in appearance at the street level and possess a measurement of greater than sixty (60) percent VLT. The Zoning Administrator may
require a glass sample with the performance values listed on the sample as part of the project review. Refer also to Transparency defi-
nition.

CLEAR VISION AREA:
The area located at the intersection of two streets, whether public or private, or a street and driveway through which an unobstructed
view of approaching traffic is necessary for pedestrians and drivers.

COLONNADE:
A number of columns arranged in order at intervals called intercolumniation, supporting an entablature and usually one side of a roof.

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

COMMERCIAL STREET PUBLIC FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 8 Public Frontage Standards.

COMMUNICATION TOWER:
A radio, telephone, cellular telephone or television relay structure of skeleton framework or monopole, attached directly to the ground
or to another structure, used for the transmission or reception of radio, telephone, cellular telephone, television, microwave or any other
form of telecommunication signals.

COMMUNITY GARDENS:
A small scale agricultural use. A neighborhood-based community agriculture that typically occurs on vacant lots, but may also occur at
a variety of other locations. The size of a community garden is not limited and is typically dependent on the number of citizens who
cultivate it. The garden may grow flowers and vegetables and is typically configured with plots, beds, and paths – with an average plot
size being approximately 20’ x 20’. The garden is typically a collaborative effort by members of the community within the pedestrian
shed of the garden’s location. These citizens share in both the maintenance and reward of the garden.

Siting of a community garden and the orientation of the plots are key factors in promoting success for the grower and the neighborhood.
Community gardens should be sited in residential neighborhoods with the intent of providing growing space for residents within the
pedestrian shed. Gardens should be a focal point for residents; however care must be taken when gardens are placed near more tradi-
tional and formal public spaces due to the informal appearance of many food gardens and the lack of substantial winter plantings. School
properties and adjacent parcels are prime locations for community gardens given the student outreach and educational opportunities. Refer
to Article 10 Use Standards.

CONTAINER GARDENING:
A small scale agricultural use. This type of urban gardening overcomes many obstacles to growing produce in more dense urban neigh-
borhoods. Container gardening comes in many forms and is flexible and scalable within its context. Container gardening can include
ceramic, terra cotta, and plastic pots; metal or wood containers and hanging baskets. It can occur on balconies, porches, patios and back
yards. This is a privately-tended, primarily resident driven form of urban gardening, as opposed to the more collaborative methods of
the community garden type. Refer to Article 10 Use Standards.

CONSTRUCTION SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.
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CORBELING:
Architectural Element: Brickwork projecting successively more in each course to support or meet a structure above.

CORNER BOARD:
Architectural Element: A board that is used as trim on the external corner of a wood framed structure.

CORNER LOT:
Refer to Lot, Corner definition.

CORNER SIDE:
Refers to the side of the building that faces a secondary street or other public right-of-way that is not considered the primary street. Refer
also to Secondary and Primary Street definitions.

CORNICE:
Architectural Element: An ornamental molding used at the meeting of the roof and walls; usually consists of bed molding, soffit, fascia
and crown molding.

COTTAGE HOUSE BUILDING TYPE:
Refer to Article 6 Building Type Standards.

COTTAGE RETAIL BUILDING TYPE:
Refer to Article 6 Building Type Standards.

CUL-DE-SAC:
A dead-end public or private street, generally short in distance, which terminates in a circular or semi-circular section of street allowing
for vehicle turnaround.

CUT-OFF ANGLE:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

CUT-OFF FIXTURE:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

D DEFINITIONS “D”:

DAY CARE CENTER:
Refer to Family Day Care Home or Group Day Care Home.

DECIBEL:
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

DECK:
A roofless outdoor structure built as an aboveground platform supported by posts, at least one (1) foot above average grade. A deck may
or may not be attached to the main building, and may or may have railings or steps. A deck is generally of significant size and is used pri-
marily for recreation uses, and secondarily as an entrance and exit to the building.

DECOMMISSIONING:
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

DENSITY:
The number of dwelling units situated on or to be developed on per gross specified area of land. Density is expressed in units per acre.
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DENTIL:
Architectural Element: One of a band of small, square, tooth-like blocks forming part of the characteristic ornamentation of some clas-
sical orders.

DETACHED DWELLING UNIT:
Refer to Dwelling Unit, Detached.

DESIGN COMPATIBILITY:
The characteristics of different uses, activities or design that allow them to be located near or adjacent to each other in harmony. Some
elements affecting compatibility include height, scale, mass, and bulk of structures. Other characteristics include pedestrian or vehicular
traffic, circulation, access, and parking impacts. Other important characteristics that affect compatibility are landscaping, lighting, noise,
odor, and architecture. Design compatibility does not mean “the same as.” Rather, compatibility refers to the sensitivity of development
proposals in maintaining the character of existing development.

DETENTION BASIN:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

DEVELOPER:
Any individual, firm, corporation, association, partnership or trust involved in commencing proceedings to effect development of land.

DEVELOPMENT:
The construction, reconstruction, remodeling, conversion, structural alteration, relocation, enlargement, or demolition of any structure,
proportion of a structure, or sign; any change in use in land, building, or structure, or material change in the appearance of any struc-
ture; any increase in the number of dwelling units, businesses, manufacturing establishments, or offices; any mining, excavation, filling,
grading, paving, or land disturbance; and any act of subdivision of land. Refer also to New Development.

DISTRICT:
An area on the Zoning Map or Regulating Plan that is regulated by this Ordinance. Synonymous with Zoning District.

DIRECT LIGHT:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

DOMESTIC ANIMAL:
Refer to Animals and Animal Services definitions in Article 21.

DRAINAGE DITCH:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

DRIVE-THROUGH FACILITY:
An establishment that by design, physical facilities, service or packaging procedures encourages or permits customers to receive services,
obtain goods or be entertained while remaining in their motor vehicles.

DRIVEWAYS:
Refer to Sections 2.16, 2.17 and 2.18

DUMPSTER ENCLOSURE:
The enclosure required to screen dumpsters. Refer to Section 2.46

DWELLING UNIT:
A building, or enclosed portion thereof, designed for occupancy by one family for residential purposes and having independent living,
eating, sleeping, cooking, and sanitary facilities. A dwelling unit shall include both manufactured units (mobile homes and modular homes)
and site-built units. Reference to dwelling shall mean dwelling unit.
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DWELLING UNIT, ATTACHED:
A dwelling unit attached to one or more dwelling units by common, major, structural elements.

DWELLING UNIT, DETACHED:
A dwelling unit which is not attached to any other dwelling unit by any means.

DWELLING UNIT, MULTIPLE-FAMILY:
A building designed exclusively for and containing three or more dwelling units.

DWELLING UNIT, SINGLE-FAMILY:
A detached building designed exclusively for and containing one dwelling unit only.

DWELLING UNIT, TWO-FAMILY:
A detached building designed exclusively for, and containing two dwelling units only.

DWELLING, ACCESSORY:
Refer to Accessory Dwelling Unit definition.

DWELLING, HOUSEHOLD LIVING:
Residential occupancy of a dwelling unit by one (1) household, family or person. A dwelling unit consists of a room or rooms designed,
occupied or intended for occupancy as separate living quarters, with cooking, sleeping and sanitary facilities provided within the unit for
use by one (1) household, family or person only. Typical uses include single-family detached houses, attached single-family houses, and
multi-family apartment type buildings. Household living does not include the facilities defined under Group Living.

DWELLING, IN-HOME FAMILY DAYCARE:
A facility, other than a private residence, licensed by the Michigan Department of Social Services, in which one or more children are given
care and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours per day, and where a parent or legal guardian is not immediately available to the
child.

DWELLING, HOME OCCUPATION:
Any occupation conducted within a residential dwelling unit located within a residential district. Such occupation is incidental and sub-
ordinate to the use of the dwelling unit for residential purposes. Home occupations shall consist of non-retail or commercial enterprises.
The work quarters shall be invisible from the frontage, located either within the house or in an Accessory Unit.

DWELLING, MOBILE HOME:
A structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a chassis and designed to be used with or without a permanent
foundation as a dwelling when connected to the required utilities. The plumbing, heating, air conditioning and electrical systems are
contained in the structure. Manufactured homes shall not include modular homes, motor homes or travel trailers.

E DEFINITIONS “E”:

EASEMENT:
A grant of one or more of the property rights by a property owner to and/or for use by the public or another person or entity.

ELECTRONIC SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

ELEVATION DRAWING:
A vertical view drawing of the front, side or rear of a structure that describes the design, floor-to-floor dimensions, building height, win-
dow and door dimensions, and signs.

ENCROACHMENT:
The portion of a building, structure or sign that intrudes into a required setback, right-of way or easement.
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ENTRY GRADE:
Refer to Grade, Entry definition.

ENTABLATURE:
In classical architecture, the elaborated beam member carried by the columns, horizontally divided into architrave, frieze, and cornice.

ESCORT SERVICES:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21.

ESSENTIAL PUBLIC SERVICES:
The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance by public utilities, city-authorized cable-television companies, municipal depart-
ments, commissions, boards, or other government agencies of specific underground, surface, or overhead systems or structures reason-
ably necessary for the furnishing of adequate services, or for the public health, safety, or general welfare, but not including buildings other
than those necessary to house or protect such essential services/utilities. Such systems shall include gas, electric, steam, water transmis-
sion/distribution, storm water, waste water collection, or cable-television. Such structures shall include dams, weirs, culverts, bridges,
canals, fire alarm boxes and hydrants, traffic signals, signs and other similar equipment and accessories.

EVERGREEN TREE:
Refer to Tree definitions in Article 21.

EXISTING:
In existence prior to the effective date of this Chapter. Synonymous with Pre-Existing.

F DEFINITIONS “F”:

FAÇADE:
The exterior wall(s) of a building facing a street.

FAMILY:
One or more persons living together as a single, non-profit housekeeping unit, organized as a single entity in which the members share
a dwelling unit based on marriage, consanguinity, adoption, or other domestic bond. This definition does not include any society, com-
bine club, fraternity, sorority, association, federation lodge, coterie, organization, or any other group whose domestic relationship is of a
transitional or seasonal nature or for an anticipated limited duration.

FAMILY DAY CARE HOME:
A private residence in which the operator permanently resides as a member of the household, registered with the Michigan Department
of Social Services, in which at least one minor child, but less than seven minor children, are given care and supervision for periods of
less than 24 hours per day. These children shall be unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except children related to an adult member
of the family by blood, marriage, or adoption. Family day care homes include homes that give care to an unrelated minor child(ren) for
more than four weeks during a calendar year.

FASCIA:
Architectural Element: Vertical board that terminates a sloped roof or eave.

FENCE:
A structure used to delineate a boundary or act as a barrier or means of protection, confinement or screening.

FENESTRATION:
An opening in the building wall allowing light and views between interior and exterior. Fenestration is measured as glass area (including
muntins excluding mullions).

FIGURATIVE SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.
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FILL PROJECT:
The depositing, removal, redistribution, or placement of soil on land in a manner which alters the pre-existing contour or elevation of
said land.

FINISHED GRADE:
Refer to Grade, Finished definition.

FIXTURE:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definitions.

FLAG, BUSINESS:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

FLAG, GOVERNMENT:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

FLOODLIGHT:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

FLOODPLAIN:
Reference to floodplain(s) in this ordinance shall refer to the 100-year floodplain as identified by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency or other governmental agency qualified to make such determination. The 100-year floodplain is that land which, on the basis of
available floodplain information, is subject to a one percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year.

FLOOR AREA, GROSS:
The sum of all gross horizontal areas of all floors of a building or buildings, measured from the outside dimensions of the outside face
of the outside wall. Except where they are utilized for commercial purposes, unenclosed porches, court yards, or patios shall not be con-
sidered as part of the gross floor area.

FLUSH MOUNTED OR RECESSED LUMINAIRE:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

FOOT-CANDLE:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

FORECOURT PRIVATE FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 7 Private Frontage Standards.

FREESTANDING SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

FRIEZE:
Architectural Element: The middle horizontal member of a classical entablature, above the architrave and below the cornice.

FRIT:
Architectural Element: Small friable particles produced by quenching molten glass material. Usually used in transom windows on Store-
front Frontage Types to create a semi-opaque configuration.

FREE-STANDING FURNACE:
A furnace, stove or boiler that is not located within a building intended for habitation by humans that is designed, intended or used to
provide heat and/or hot water to any residence or structure that burns wood or other solid fuel such as, but not limited to, coal, paper
or agricultural products.
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FRONT LOT LINE:
Refer to Lot line, Front definition.

FURNISHING ZONE:
The buffer between the sidewalk and the street where utility poles, trees, hydrants, signs, benches, transit shelters and planters should be
placed. In commercial districts the furnishing zone is typically the extension of the sidewalk to the curb of the street. In residential dis-
tricts the furnishing zone is typically a landscaped strip, also referred to as a parkway.

G DEFINITIONS “G”:

GABLE:
The vertical triangular portion of the end of a building having a double sloping roof, from the level of the cornice or eaves to the ridge
of the roof.

GABLE ROOF:
A roof having a gable at one or both ends.

GARAGE ACCESSORY BUILDING:
Refer to Accessory Building, Garage definition.

GLARE:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

GRADE, AVERAGE:
The arithmetic average of the lowest and highest grade elevations in an area within five feet of the foundation line of a building or struc-
ture.

GRADE, ENTRY:
That grade at which the primary entrance to the first story of a building is established.

GRADE, FINISHED:
The lowest point of elevation between the exterior wall of the structure and a line five feet from the exterior wall of the structure.

GRASS CELLULAR CONCRETE:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

GREEN ROOF:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

GREYWATER REUSE:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

GROSS FLOOR AREA:
Refer to Floor Area, Gross definition.

GROUND-MOUNTED SATELLITE DISH ANTENNA:
Refer to Satellite Dish Antenna definitions in Article 21.

GROUND-MOUNTED SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.
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GROUP DAY CARE HOME:
A private residence in which the operator permanently resides as a member of the household, licensed by the Michigan Department of
Social Services, in which more than six, but not more than 12, minor children are given care and supervision for periods of less than 24
hours per day. Children shall be unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except children related to an adult member of the family by
blood, marriage, or adoption. Group day care homes include homes that give care to an unrelated minor child(ren) for more than four
weeks during a calendar year.

GROUP LIVING:
Residential occupancy of a dwelling unit by other than a household and providing communal facilities. Typical uses include adult foster
care facilities, assisted living facilities, nursing homes and transitional shelters.

H DEFINITIONS “H”:

HAND-TENDED GARDENS:
A small scale agricultural use. The size of this form of urban / suburban agriculture is limited only by the owner’s ability to manage it
with tilling and irrigation in non-industrial fashion. The use of industrial inputs in the form of pesticides, insecticides and fertilizers is
typically not allowed within this type of agriculture. Use of industrial components is part of the production agriculture portion of this
ordinance. This type is fundamentally a privately tended urban gardening type as opposed to the collaborative nature of the community
garden. Refer to Article 10 Use Standards.

HEDGE:
A row of evergreen or deciduous shrubs two (2) to three (3) foot in height that are planted close enough together to form a solid bar-
rier.

HEIGHT, BUILDING:
Refer to Building Height definition.

HEIGHT, FENCE OR WALL:
The vertical distance between finished grade and the highest point of the fence or wall to the top of the fence or wall.

HEIGHT, STRUCTURE:
The vertical distance between the finished grade and the uppermost part of the structure.

HIGHWAY PUBLIC FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 8 Public Frontage Standards.

HIPPED ROOF:
A roof which slopes upward from all four sides of a building, requiring a hip rafter at each corner.

HOME OCCUPATIONS:
Any occupation conducted within a residential dwelling unit located within a residential district. Such occupation is incidental and sub-
ordinate to the use of the dwelling unit for residential purposes.

HOUSEKEEPING UNIT:
A dwelling unit organized as a single entity in which the members share common kitchen facilities and have access to all parts of the
dwelling.
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I DEFINITIONS “I”:

IESNA:
The Illuminations Engineering Society of North America. Refer also to Lighting, Outdoor definitions in Article 21.

ILLUMINATED SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

ILLUSTRATIONS:
Illustrations are drawings and diagrams utilized in this Ordinance to help convey regulation and intent while making the Ordinance eas-
ier to use. In the case of any difference of meaning or implications between the text of this Ordinance and any caption, illustration, pho-
tograph, table or graphic, the text shall control. Refer also to definitions for Images and Tables.

IMAGES:
Images are photographs utilized in this Ordinance to help convey regulation and intent while making the Ordinance easier to use. In the
case of any difference of meaning or implications between the text of this Ordinance and any caption, illustration, photograph, table or
graphic, the text shall control. Refer also to definitions for Illustrations and Tables.

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE:
Any hard-surfaced, man-made area that does not readily absorb or retain water including but not limited to building roofs, parking and
driveway areas, graveled areas, sidewalks, and paved recreational areas. Synonymous with nonpervious surface.

IMPROVEMENT:
Any building, structure, place, work of art, or other object constituting a physical betterment of real property, or any part of the bet-
terment.

INDUSTRIAL SHOP BUILDING TYPE:
Refer to Article 6 Building Type Standards.

INFRASTRUCTURE:
Public or private structures that serve the common needs of the population, such as: potable water systems; waste water disposal sys-
tems, solid waste disposal sites or retention areas; storm drainage systems; electric, gas, telephone, cable, and other utilities; bridges;
roadways; bicycle paths and trails; pedestrian sidewalks, paths and trails; and transit stops.

INTEGRATED COMPLEX:
A group of buildings contained within a single development and under a single approved plan. An integrated complex may share park-
ing, signs, access, and other similar features, which together form a unified function and appearance that the Zoning Administrator
deems to collectively be a principal use. Integrated complexes may include, but are not limited to, apartment complexes, business
complexes, business parks and industrial parks.

INTERIOR SIDE:
Refers to the side of the building that faces an adjacent private lot or parcel.

INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.
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J DEFINITIONS “J”:

JACK ARCH:
Architectural Element: A flat or straight masonry arch.

K DEFINITIONS “K”:

KITCHEN GARDENS:
A small scale agricultural use. A kitchen garden is a smaller scaled version of the community garden, but is almost exclusively on private
property and is a privately tended urban garden type. In many cases the kitchen garden is in a raised planting bed and can include both
flowers and produce. Refer to Article 3 Use Standards.

KENNEL:
Refer to Animals and Animal Services definitions in Article 21.

L DEFINITIONS “L”:

LAMP:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

LANDSCAPE AREA:
Any outdoor land area which is planned and designed for the growth of vegetation. Landscape areas would include both formal land-
scape beds and lawn areas.

LANDSCAPE BED:
A defined area intended for the intensive planting of trees, bushes, shrubs, and other plants. Landscape beds would exclude large areas
planted in grass or other common ground cover; however, they might contain small amounts of these types of vegetation.

LANDSCAPE COMPONENTS:
Specific elements of the landscape standards as indicated in Article 9.

LANDSCAPE STANDARDS:
Refer to Article 9 Landscape Components and Standards.

LEED:
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design is an internationally recognized green building certification system, providing third-party
verification that a building or community was designed and built using strategies aimed at improving performance across all the metrics
that matter most: energy savings, water efficiency, CO2 emissions reduction, improved indoor environmental quality, and stewardship of
resources and sensitivity to their impacts. Developed by the United States Green Building Council (USGBC), LEED provides building
owners and operators a concise framework for identifying and implementing practical and measurable green building design, construc-
tion, operations and maintenance solutions.

LEED-ND:
A rating system specifically created for Neighborhood Development that integrates the principles of smart growth, urbanism and green
building into the first national system for neighborhood design. LEED certification provides independent, third-party verification that
a development’s location and design meet accepted high levels of environmentally responsible, sustainable development.

LIVE-WORK BUILDING TYPE:
Refer to Article 6 Building Type Standards.
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LIGHT:
Architectural Element: A pane of glass, a window or a subdivision of a window.

LIGHT POLLUTION:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

LIGHT SHIELD:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

LIGHTING, PEDESTRIAN-SCALED:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

LIGHTING, OUTDOOR:
A. Refer to Section 2.31. The following definitions pertain to outdoor lighting:
B. AVERAGE ILLUMINATION LEVELS: The overall average of all points on the surface of the illuminated area including the
brightest and the dimmest points.

C. CUT-OFF-ANGLE: The angle between the vertical axis of a luminaire and the first line of sight (of a luminaire) at which the
light source is no longer visible.

D. CUT-OFF FIXTURES: Cut-off fixtures control glare by directing light well below the horizon, out of the viewer’s line of sight.
E. DIRECT LIGHT: Light emitted directly by a lamp, off a reflector, or through a refractor of a luminaire.
F. FIXTURE: The assembly that holds a lamp and may include an assembly housing, a mounting bracket or pole socket, a lamp
holder, a ballast, a reflector or mirror, and a refractor or lens.

G. FLOODLIGHT: A light fixture designed to light a scene or object to a level greater than its surroundings. The beam of flood-
lights may range from narrow field angles of ten (10) degrees to wide angles (more than one hundred (100) degrees).

H. FLUSH MOUNTED OR RECESSED LUMINAIRE: A luminaire that is mounted above a ceiling (or behind a wall or other
surface) with the opening of the luminaire level with the surface.

I. FOOT-CANDLE: A measure of light falling on a given surface. One (1) foot-candle is equal to the amount of light generated
by one (1) candle shining on a square foot surface one (1) foot away. Foot-candle may be measured both horizontally and verti-
cally by a light meter.

J. GLARE:The condition that results from insufficiently shielded light sources or areas of excessive light within the field of view.
K. ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA (IESNA): An association of professionals in the
field of lighting and related professions.

L. LAMP: The component of a luminaire that produces the actual light including luminous tube lighting.
M. LIGHT POLLUTION: Artificial light which causes a detrimental effect on the environment, enjoyment of the night sky or
causes undesirable glare or unnecessary illumination of adjacent properties or uses.

N. LIGHT SHIELD: Any attachment which interrupts and blocks the path of light emitted from a luminaire or fixture.
O. LIGHTING, PEDESTRIAN-SCALE: Devices intended to provide outdoor lighting that are lower in height than typical street
lighting and located proximate to pedestrian areas such as sidewalks, open space areas or plazas.

P. LUMINAIRE: The complete lighting system, including the lamp and the fixture.
Q. LUMINAIRE, FULL CUTOFF: A luminaire that allows no direct light emissions above a horizontal plane through the lumi-
naire’s lowest light-emitting part.

R. LUMEN: A measure of light energy generated by a light source. Manufacturers list lumen ratings for all their lamps. Average
lumen levels are slightly lower than initial lumen ratings.

S. MAXIMUM TO MINIMUM ILLUMINATION RATIO: The ratio of the maximum illumination level to the minimum level.
T. MOUNTING HEIGHT: The vertical distance between the surface to be illuminated and the bottom of the light source.

LINTEL:
Architectural Element: A horizontal structural member (such as a beam) over an opening which carries weight of the wall above it.

LODGING, SHORT-TERM:
Provision of lodging services on a temporary basis with incidental food, drink, and other sales and services intended for the convenience
of guests.
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LODGING, LONG-TERM:
Provision of lodging services on a long-term basis for the purpose of business travel, employment relocations, etc. Can include incidental
food, drink, and other sales and services intended for the convenience of the guests. May also include suites with cooking facilities for
the convenience of the guests.

LOT:
A parcel of land separated from other parcels of land by description on a recorded plat or by metes and bounds description; having
frontage upon a public street or city approved private road; and occupied or intended to be occupied by one or more primary buildings
or structures. Lot shall have sufficient size to comply with the requirements of this ordinance for minimum area, setbacks, coverage, and
open space.

LOT AREA:
The amount of space contained within a lot, typically expressed in square feet or acres.

LOT, CORNER:
Any lot having at least two contiguous sides abutting upon one or more streets, provided that the interior angle at the intersection of such
two sides is less than 135 degrees.

LOT COVERAGE:
The percentage of a lot which is taken up by building space.

LOT DEPTH:
The horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines, measured along the median between side lot lines.

LOT FRONTAGE:
The length of the front lot line.

LOT LINE:
A line bounding a lot or parcel from another lot or parcel, existing street right-of-way, approved private-road easement, or ordinary high-
water mark.

LOT LINE, FRONT:
The lot line which separates the lot from the street right-of-way or approved private-road easement that provides primary access to the lot.

LOT LINE, REAR:
The lot line opposite and most distant from the front lot line. In the case of a triangular or otherwise irregularly shaped lot or parcel, it
means an imaginary line at least ten feet in length entirely within the lot or parcel, parallel to and at a maximum distance from the front
lot line.

LOT LINE, SIDE:
Any lot line other than a front or rear lot line.

LOT OF RECORD:
A tract of land which is part of a subdivision shown on a plat or map which has been recorded in the Office of the Register of Deeds
for Ottawa County, Michigan; or a tract of land described by metes and bounds which is the subject of a deed or land contract which is
likewise recorded in the office of the register of deeds.

LOT WIDTH:
The horizontal distance between side lot lines measured parallel to the front lot line at the minimum required front yard setback line.

LOUVER:
Architectural Element: An assembly of sloping overlapping blades or slats designed to admit air and / or light and exclude rain and snow.
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LUMINAIRE:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

LUMINAIRE, FULL CUT-OFF:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

LUMEN:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

M DEFINITIONS “M”:

MARQUEE:
A permanent structure often of metal and glass projecting over an entrance (as of a hotel or theater), typically integrating a sign that dis-
plays the names of featured attractions and principal performers. Compare to Awning and Canopy.

MARQUEE SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

MASTER PLAN OF CITY OF HUDSONVILLE:
A document containing the future development policy and map for the City of Hudsonville, together with supporting documentation
as most recently adopted or amended by the City of Hudsonville Planning Commission pursuant to Michigan Public Act 285 of 1931,
as amended.

MAXIMUM TOMINIMUM ILLUMINATION RATIO:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

MEDIUMWIND ENERGY TURBINE (MWET):
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

MIXED USE BUILDING TYPE:
Refer to Article 6 Building Type Standards.

MOBILE HOME:
A structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a chassis and designed to be used with or without a permanent
foundation as a dwelling when connected to the required utilities. The plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, and electrical systems are
contained in the structure. Mobile homes shall not include modular homes, motor homes, or travel trailers.

MOBILE HOME PARK:
A parcel or tract of land upon which three or more mobile homes are located. The park is intended to be used on a continual, residen-
tial, non-recreational-specific basis and is offered to the public for that purpose.

MOTOR HOME:
A self-propelled, licensed vehicle prefabricated on its own chassis, intended for recreation activities and temporary occupancy.

MOUNTING HEIGHT:
Refer to Lighting, Outdoor definition in Article 21.

MULLION:
Architectural Element: A vertical member separating (and often supporting) windows, doors or panels set in a series.

MULTIPLE-FAMILY DWELLING UNIT:
Refer to Dwelling Unit, Multiple-Family definition.
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MUNTIN:
Architectural Element: A secondary framing member to hold panes of glass in a window, window wall or glazed door. Also known as a
glazing bar, sash bar, window bar or division bar.

MURAL:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

N DEFINITIONS “N”:

NACELLE:
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

NATIVE VEGETATION, TREES, OR LANDSCAPE:
Plant species that are native to southwestern Michigan and characteristic of a pre-settlement
landscape.

NET METERING:
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

NEW DEVELOPMENT:
New construction or development that occurs on a vacant parcel of land. Refer also to Development.

NONCONFORMING BUILDING OR STRUCTURE:
A building, structure, or portions thereof lawfully existing at the effective date of this ordinance or subsequent amendment which fails
to meet the regulations for the zoning district in which it is located, as contained in this ordinance or any subsequent amendment thereto.

NONCONFORMING LOT:
A lot of record which does not meet the dimensional requirements of this ordinance or subsequent amendments thereto.

NONCONFORMING SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

NONCONFORMING USE:
A use which lawfully existed prior to the effective date of this ordinance, or amendments thereto, that does not conform to the use reg-
ulations of the district in which it is located.

NUDE OR SEMI-NUDE MODEL STUDIOS:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21.

O DEFINITIONS “O”:

OFF-PREMISE SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

ON-PREMISES:
Something being located totally within a lot, and not encroaching into any street right-of-way or access easement.

OPERATOR:
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.
OTHER PORTABLE SIGNS:
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Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

OUTDOOR VENDING MACHINE:
Any self contained or connected appliance, machine, and/or storage container located outside a structure that dispenses or provides
storage of a product or service. Outdoor vending machines include, but are not limited to, movie vending, ice machines, soda ma-
chines, and propane displays.

OWNER:
Any person having legal or equitable interest in a property or in real improvements upon a property, solely, jointly, by the entireties, or in
common. Owner shall also mean any person who has been empowered to act on behalf of, or as agent of the owner. For the purposes
of enforcement, owner shall also mean any person who has or exercises care, custody, dominion or control over any property.

P DEFINITIONS “P”:

PARAPET:
Architectural Element: The part of a wall that is entirely above the roof.

PARKING:
An area on a street, in a paved lot or in a structure used for the temporary or permanent storage of a vehicle.

PARKING AREA:
Refer to Parking Lot definition.

PARKING LOT:
A paved area dedicated to vehicular ingress and egress, off-street parking, parking aisles, internal travel ways, fire lanes, and other areas
dedicated to vehicular use, but not including vehicular storage or display areas. Synonymous with parking area.

PARKING, OFF-SITE:
An off-street parking area intended to serve one or more nonresidential use(s) provided on a different lot than the use(s) it is intended
to serve.

PARKING, SHARED:
An off-street parking facility shared by two or more uses that are in proximity to one another, and that have different operational char-
acteristics such that utilization of the parking facilities by one use will not generally overlap with the utilization by the other use(s).

PARKWAY:
The landscaped buffer between the sidewalk and the street where utility poles, trees, hydrants, signs, benches, transit shelters and planters
should be placed. Refer also to Furnishing Zone.

PARKWAY STREET PUBLIC FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 8 Public Frontage Standards

PATIO:
A level, surfaced area directly adjacent to a principal building which is not more than twelve (12) inches above adjacent grade, without
walls or a roof.

PEDESTRIAN SHED:
The distance that may be traversed at an easy pace by a pedestrian. This is usually represented by approximately a 15-minute walk over
approximately ¼ mile. This is the approximate size of the neighborhood unit, from center to edge, as defined by Clarence Perry.
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PEDESTRIAN SCALE:
The use of human proportioned architectural features and site design elements clearly oriented to pedestrian activity. Such elements are
typically smaller in scale and more proportional to the human body, rather than monumental or large scale, and include surface texture
and patterns, lighting, colors, materials and architectural details.

PEDIMENT:
Architectural Element: In classical architecture, the triangular gable end of the roof above the horizontal cornice. Also a surface used
ornamentally over doors or windows.

PERFORM:
Refer to Street Performers definitions in Article 21.

PERFORMANCE:
Refer to Street Performers definitions in Article 21.

PERMANENT SIGN COPY AREA:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

PERMEABLE PAVING:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

PERVIOUS SURFACE:
Area maintained in its natural condition, or covered by a material that permits infiltration or percolation of water into the ground.

PILASTER:
Architectural Element: An engaged pier or pillar, often with capital base.

PLANNING COMMISSION:
The City of Hudsonville Planning Commission as created pursuant to Michigan Public Act 285 of 1931.

PLAT:
A map of a subdivision of land.

PLAZA:
A publicly- or privately-owned square or similar open area intended as a gathering space that is typically paved and includes pedestrian
elements such as benches, seating, fountains, landscaping and public art.

POA:
The property owner’s association.

POLE-MOUNTED SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

POLITICAL SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

PORCH, COVERED:
A horizontal surface consisting of a deck, slab or other construction attached to a main building and designed for outdoor seating or as
a means of entry to the building. A porch is considered covered if it is has a roof supported by pillars or other similar means.

PORCH, ENCLOSED:
A horizontal surface consisting of a deck, slab or other similar construction attached to a main building and designed for outdoor seat-
ing or as a means of entry to the building. A porch is considered enclosed if covered by a roof and enclosed by walls or windows.
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PORCH, OPEN:
An unenclosed horizontal surface consisting of a deck, slab or other similar construction attached to a main building and designed for
outdoor seating or as a means of entry to the building. A porch is considered open if covered by a roof and open on the sides that do
not abut the building. Porches with railings, knee walls and screens shall be considered open porches.

PORCH LAWN PRIVATE FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 7 Private Frontage Standards

PORTABLE SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

PRIMARY ENTRANCE:
The doorway into a building that faces a public street and is of greatest importance relative to other building entrances. The primary en-
trance is often the doorway facing the street on which the building is addressed.

PRIMARY STREET:
Refer to Street, Primary and Secondary definition.

PRINCIPAL BUILDING OR STRUCTURE:
A building or structure in which the primary permitted use of the lot is conducted, with such use possibly occurring in one or more build-
ings or structures. Also known as Main Building.

PRINCIPAL USE:
The primary use or activity taking place on a lot or in a building or structure. The principal use does not include any accessory uses oc-
curring on the same lot.

PRIVATE FRONTAGE:
The privately owned area between the property line (right-of-way line) and the building façade (or building front). Private Frontages may
be applied to specific Building Types relative to the District that the parcel and building is located within. Refer to Article 7 Private
Frontage Standards.

PRIVATE STREET:
Any street or thoroughfare for vehicular traffic which is privately owned and maintained, and which provides the principal means of ac-
cess to two or more abutting properties.

PROJECTING SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

PUBLIC AREAS:
Refer to Street Performers definitions in Article 21.

PUBLIC FRONTAGE:
The publically owned area between the property line (right-of-way line) and the edge of the vehicular lanes (curb line). Refer to Article
8 Public Frontage Standards.

PUBLIC REALM:
The domain of the urban environment that belongs to the public community; the civic spaces and the streets. The public realm typically
includes sidewalks and streets (part of the Public Frontages in this Ordinance), Private Frontages and buildings which define the edges
of the public realm.

PUD:
A planned unit development.
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Q DEFINITIONS “Q”:

No definitions for the letter Q.

R DEFINITIONS “R”:

RAIN GARDEN:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

RAINWATER RE-USE:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

REAR LOT LINE:
Refer to Lot line, Rear definitions.

REGULARLY FEATURES OR REGULARLY SHOWN:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21.

REGULATING PLAN:
A Zoning Map or set of maps that show the Districts of areas subject to, or potentially subject to regulation by this Ordinance.

REGULATED USES:
Uses defined as regulated are those of an adult nature. These uses require a permit conveyed by the Planning Commission and the City
Commission. Regulated Uses include the following:

A. ADULT ARCADE: Any place to which the public is permitted or invited wherein coin-operated or slug-operated or electroni-
cally, electrically, mechanically controlled still or motion picture machines, projectors, or other image-producing devices are main-
tained to show images to five or fewer persons per machine at any given one time, and where the images so displayed are
distinguished or characterized by depicting or describing of “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas.”

B. ADULT BOOKSTORE, ADULT NOVELTY STORE, OR ADULT VIDEO STORE: A commercial establishment which has
significant or substantial portion of its inventory, or derives a significant or substantial portion of its revenues, or maintains a
significant or substantial section of its sales and display space, to the sale or rental, for any form of consideration, of any one
(1) or more of the following:
1. Books, magazines, periodicals or other printed and/or electronic or digital matter, or photographs, films, motion pictures, video
cassettes, compact discs, slides, or other visual representations which are characterized by their emphasis upon the exhibition
or description of “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas.”

2. Instruments, devices, or paraphernalia which are designed for use or marketed primarily for stimulation of human genital or-
gans or for sadomasochistic use or abuse of themselves or others.

3. For purposes of this definition, “significant or substantial portion” means thirty (30) percent or more of the term modified
by such phrase.

C. ADULT CABARET: A nightclub, bar, juice bar, restaurant bottle club, or similar commercial establishment, with or without al-
coholic beverages, which regularly features:
1. Persons who appear nude or semi-nude,Live performances which are characterized by the exposure of “specified anatomi-
cal areas” or “specified sexual activities,” or

2. Films, motion pictures, videocassettes, slides, electronic, digital or other photographic reproductions which are characterized
by their emphasis upon the exhibition or description of “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas.”
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D. ADULT MOTEL: A hotel, motel or similar commercial establishment which offers the following:
1. Offers accommodation to the public for any form or consideration and provides patrons with films, motion pictures, video-
cassettes, slides, electronic, digital or other photographic reproductions which are characterized by the depiction or descrip-
tion of “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas”; and has a sign visible from the public right of way which
advertises the availability of this adult type material;

2. Offers a sleeping room for rent for a period of time that is less than 24 hours; or
3. Allows a tenant or occupant of a sleeping room to sub-rent the room for a period of time that is less than 24 hours.

E. ADULT MOTION PICTURE THEATER: An establishment regularly used for presenting material distinguished or character-
ized by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing, or relating to “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas,”
as defined herein, for observation by patrons therein.

F. ESCORT SERVICES: Specified escort services are defined as:
1. A person or business association who furnishes, offers to furnish or advertises to furnish escorts as one of its primary busi-
ness purposes fro a fee, tip or other consideration.

2. A person who, for consideration, agrees or offers to act as a companion, guide, or date for another person, or who agrees or
offers to privately model lingerie, to privately perform striptease fro another person, or to otherwise display “specified anatom-
ical areas” or “specified sexual activities”.

G. NUDE OR SEMI-NUDE MODEL STUDIOS: Any building, structure, premises or part thereof regularly used solely or pri-
marily as a place which offers as its principal activity the providing of models to display any “specified anatomical areas” as de-
fined here for patrons for a fee or charge.

H. REGULARLY FEATURES OR REGULARLY SHOWN: A consistent and substantial course of conduct such that the films
or performances exhibited on the premises constitute a substantial or significant portion of the films or performances consis-
tently offered as an art of the adult entertainment business.

I. SEXUALLYORIENTED BUSINESS: An adult bookstore, video store, or novelty store, adult cabaret, adult motion picture the-
ater, or a commercial establishment that regularly features the sale, rental, or exhibition for any form of consideration, of books,
films, videos, DVDs, magazines, or other visual representation of live performances which are characterized by an emphasis on
the exposure of display of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.

J. SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES: Specified sexual activities are defined as:
1. Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal;
2. Acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse or sodomy;
3. Fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttock or female breast.

K. SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS: Specified anatomical areas are defined as:
1. Less than completely and opaquely covered:

a. Human genitals, pubic region,
b. Buttock, and
c. The nipple and/or areola of the female breast.

2. Human male genitals in a discernible turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered.

RETAIL BUILDING TYPE:
Refer to Article 6 Building Type Standards.

RETENTION BASIN:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

REQUIRED YARDS:
Refer to Yards, Required definition.

RIGHT-OF-WAY:
A street, alley or other thoroughfare or easement permanently established for passage of persons or vehicles and under the legal authority
of the agency having jurisdiction over said passage.

ROAD PUBLIC FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 8 Public Frontage Standards
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ROOF LINE:
For a pitched roof, the roof line is the lower edge of the eave; for a flat roof, the roof line is the uppermost line of the roof of a build-
ing; and for an extended façade (or parapet), the roof line is the uppermost height of said façade or parapet.

ROOF-MOUNTED SATELLITE DISH ANTENNA:
Refer to Satellite Dish Antenna definitions in Article 21.

ROOF SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

ROOF-TOP GARDENS:
A small scale agricultural use. Roof-top Gardens can be a form of container gardening and typically occur on flat roofs of multi-story
buildings, including the mixed-use, the townhouse, the live-work and the apartment types. Refer to Article 10 Use Standards.

ROTOR DIAMETER:
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

ROWHOUSE BUILDING TYPE:
Refer to Article 6 Building Type Standards.

S DEFINITIONS “S”:

SANDWICH BOARD SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

SASH:
Architectural Element: Any framework of a window. May be movable or fixed; may slide in a vertical plane or pivoted.

SATELLITE DISH ANTENNA:
Any circular- or parabolic-shaped device incorporating a reflective surface that is solid or open mesh. The device shall be designed,
erected and capable of receiving telecommunication signals from a transmitter located in planetary orbit or transmitting signals or com-
munications to a satellite and includes all supporting equipment necessary to install or mount the antenna. Refer to Section 2.40. The
following definitions pertain to satellite dish antenna:

A.BUILDING-MOUNTED SATELLITE DISH ANTENNA: Any satellite dish antenna that is mounted to the vertical surface of
the building wall, below the roof line.

B. GROUND-MOUNTED SATELLITE DISH ANTENNA: Any satellite dish antenna that is a free-standing device resting directly
on the ground, on a base or supported by a pole not attached to a building or wall.

C.ROOF-MOUNTED SATELLITE DISH ANTENNA: Any satellite dish antenna mounted above the roof line and not attached
to a building wall.

SECONDARY STREET:
Refer to Street, Primary and Secondary definition.

SETBACK:
The minimum horizontal distance required by this Ordinance, measured from the front, side or rear lot line as applicable, to govern
the location of buildings, structures or uses on the lot.

SETBACK LINE:
The setback line defines the buildable area of a lot. Front, rear and side setback lines are parallel from the applicable lot line by a dis-
tance specified by this Ordinance, between which no buildings or structures may be erected, unless otherwise permitted.
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SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESS:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21.

SHADOW FLICKER:
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

SHOPFRONT PRIVATE FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 7 Private Frontage Standards.

SIDE LOT LINE:
Refer to Lot line, Side definition.

SIGN:
A structure, device, letter, word, model, figure, symbol, product, banner, balloon, flag, pennant, streamer, insignia, emblem, logo, paint-
ing, poster, or some quantity or combination of the above which is visible from a public place and is intended to direct public atten-
tion to a product, service, place, activity, person, institution, business, solicitation, or otherwise convey a message to the public. Refer
to Article 13 Sign Standards. The following definitions pertain to signs:

A. Billboard: A sign directing attention to a use, activity, message, product, or service which is not conducted on or related to the
lot or parcel upon which the sign is located.

B. Building mounted signs: Signs that are attached directly to a building and are relative to both the Building Type and the District
in which the building is in. Article 5 District Standards and Article 6 Building Type Standards shall be referenced when deter-
mining types of building mounted signs that are appropriate. Building mounted signs include the following:
1. awning sign: A type of building mounted sign that typically includes letters, logos, symbols and/or designs and is integrated
into an awning. Refer to Awning definition.

2. canopy sign: A type of building mounted sign that typically includes letters, logos, symbols and/or designs and is integrated
into a canopy. Refer to Canopy definition.

3. marquee sign: A type of building mounted sign that is attached to or made into a marquee. Refer to Marquee definition.
4. projecting sign: A type of building mounted sign which is mounted to the wall surface of the building and projects perpen-
dicular to the building wall. Projecting signs include ground floor projecting signs (mounted below the second floor line) and
upper floor projecting signs (mounted between the second floor ceiling and floor lines). Projecting signs include the follow-
ing:
a. banner Sign: A sign of lightweight fabric, cloth or other durable material that is attached to the building with a pole,
bracket or permanent frame at one (1) or more edges without an enclosing structural framework.

b. blade Sign: A double-faced sign attached to the building wall and extends outward at a ninety (90) degree angle.
c. Figurative Sign: Also known as a Silhouette Sign. Three-dimensional letters, symbols and/or ornamental figures to form
a sign.

5. Sign Band: A building mounted sign located above the top of the storefront (or top of ground floor windows) and below the
bottom of the second floor windows, typically within a horizontal expression line. Sign bands are typically located on build-
ings which contain a Storefront Private Frontage or a Shopfront Private Frontage.

6. Wall sign: A sign painted on, incorporated in, or attached directly to a building wall, with the exposed face of the sign in place
parallel to the building wall.

7. Window Sign: Any sign, picture, symbol or combination thereof, designed to communicate information about an activity,
business, commodity, event, sale or service that is placed on the interior or exterior of a window and which is intended to be
seen by the public from outside.

C. Building sign area: The maximum allowable sign area which is allowed to be attached in any fashion to a building. All signs which
are in any way attached to a building will be used in calculating the building sign area. Signs which shall be counted as building
sign area include, but are not limited to, wall signs, roof signs, projecting signs, awning, and canopy signs.

D. Changeable Message Sign: A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters, or illustrations that can be manually or electroni-
cally changed or re-arranged without altering the face of the surface of the sign. See also Electronic Sign.

E. ELECTRONIC SIGN: Electronic message boards and changeable message centers, multi-media or computer controlled vari-
able message signs, and similar devices.

F. FLAG, BUSINESS: A flag used to identify the name and/or logo of an on-site business or organization or to signify immedi-
ate business activity at the property.

CITY OF HUDSONVILLE DOWNTOWN ZONING ORDINANCE
DEFINITIONS



ARTICLE 21 DEFINITIONS

G. FLAG, GOVERNMENT: A flag displaying the name, insignia, emblem or logo of a nation, state, municipality or educational
institution.

H. Freestanding sign: A sign which is structurally separated from any building.
1. Ground-mounted Sign: A free-standing sign resting directly on the ground, on a base or supported by short poles not attached
to a building or wall, the bottom of which is not more than twenty-four (24) inches above the finished grade. Synonymous
with Monument Sign. Synonymous with Monument Sign.

2. Pole-mounted Sign: A free-standing sign supported on a pole or poles and not attached to a building or wall. Synonymous
with Pylon Sign.

3. Portable sign: Any sign that is designed to be transported, including, but not limited to, the following signs:
a. Commercial Real Estate Sign: A temporary sign advertising the sale or lease of one (1) or more commercial buildings
or tenant spaces on a single property, including multi-family structures and excluding single-family, two-family and indi-
vidual condominium units.

b. CONSTRUCTION SIGN: A temporary sign containing the name of the project and the names of the contractors, ar-
chitects, sponsors, engineers, developers and/or lenders.

c. SANDWICH BOARD SIGN: A temporary sign that is not permanently affixed to a structure or ground and is placed
on the sidewalk in front of the business during normal business hours. Placement on sidewalk shall be within furnish-
ing zone of sidewalk to allow for clear passage of pedestrians. Synonymous with A-frame sign.

d. WHEELED SIGN: A temporary sign with a wheeled chassis that is portable and delivered to a site for specific purposes
during a defined time frame. These purposes may include sales, announcements, or other temporary events.

e. OTHER PORTABLE SIGNS INCLUDE:
i. Signs designed to be transported by trailer or wheels;
ii. Signs converted to A- or T-frame signs;
iii. Signs attached temporarily or permanently to the ground, a structure, or other signs;
iv. Sign mounted on a vehicle for advertising purposes, parked, and visible from the public right-of-way;
v. Searchlights and stands; and
vi. Hot-air or gas-filled balloons or umbrellas used for advertising.

I. Illuminated Sign: A sign that provides artificial light by either emission or reflection.
J. Internally Illuminated Sign: A sign that provides artificial light from an internal source.
K. MURAL: A work of art or architectural detail, which contains no commercial advertising or logos and which does not advertise
or promote any business, product, activity, service, interest or entertainment.

L. NON-CONFORMING SIGN: A sign lawfully existing prior to the effective date of this Ordinance, or amendments thereto,
and which does not conform to the current sign standards.

M. OFF-PREMISE SIGN: A sign which relates to or advertises an establishment, organization, product, service, event, entertain-
ment, or activity which is not located, sold, offered, produced, manufactured or furnished on the property (lot) on which the sign
is located.

N. Permanent sign copy area: That portion of a sign which contains lettering or other graphic representations which are intended
to be permanent.

O. POLITICAL SIGNS: A sign used in connection with an official City, school district, county, state or federal election, referen-
dum or public issue.

P. ROOF SIGN: A sign erected above (or which extends above) the roof line of a building.
Q. Temporary sign: Signs erected for a specific purpose or event and are intended to be temporary (generally up less than two
months). Such signs may include for-sale, for-lease, garage sale, announcements, or election signs.

R. TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNS: A sign or signal including regulatory and directional traffic control and street signs erected by a
public agency in compliance with the Michigan Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

SIGN BAND:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

SIMULATED DIVIDED LIGHT:
Architectural Element: Refers to a light in a window sash that is visually subdivided by applied muntins that simulate a true divided
sash.

SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING UNIT:
Refer to Dwelling Unit, Single-Family definition.
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SITE CONDOMINIUMS:
Refer to Article 16 Site Condominiums

SITE COVERAGE:
Refer to Lot Coverage definition.

SITE DISPOSITION:
The placement and location of buildings on a lot or parcel.

SKIRT BOARD:
Architectural Element: A board set horizontally at the bottom of wall cladding.

SMALL TOWER-MOUNTED WIND ENERGY TURBINE (STMWET):
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

SMALL STRUCTURE-MOUNTED WIND ENERGY TURBINE (SSMWET):
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

SOFFIT:
Architectural Element: The exposed undersurface of any overhead component of a building, such as a beam, cornice, or lintel.

SOIL:
Topsoil, subsoil, sand, gravel, rock, stone, aggregate, earth or any other similar material.

SOIL, STRUCTURAL:
Structural soil is a designed medium which can meet or exceed pavement design and installation requirements while remaining root
penetrable and supportive of tree growth that is typically employed where trees are planted in tree pits or tree grates. Typically struc-
tural soils are gap-graded gravels which are made up of crushed stone, clay loam, and a stabilizing agent. The materials can be com-
pacted to meet all relevant pavement design requirements yet allow for sustainable root growth. The new system essentially forms a
rigid, load-bearing stone lattice and partially fills the lattice voids with soil Structural soil provides a continuous base course under
pavements while providing a material for tree root growth. This shifts designing away from individual tree pits to an integrated, root
penetrable, high strength pavement system.

SPECIAL LAND USE:
A use of land which is permitted within a particular zoning district only if the standards contained in the Ordinance have been met. A
special land use requires that a special-use permit be obtained.

SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21

SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS:
Refer to Regulated Uses definitions in Article 21.

SPECIMEN TREE:
Refer to Tree definitions in Article 21.

SQUARE:
A formal open space that provides safe and accessible places for the public to meet and gather. It may provide shelters, benches, land-
scaping, public art, plantings, and greens or other flat level surfaces.

STILE AND RAIL:
Architectural Element: Door construction that utilizes a framework of vertical and horizontal members infilled with panels.
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STONE PAVING BLOCKS:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

STOOP:
An open platform or entrance landing, usually with steps from grade to the door, and may or may not be sheltered by an awning or
canopy. A stoop is generally small in size and used primarily for entry and exit from a door. A deck shall not be considered a stoop.

STOOP PRIVATE FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 7 Private Frontage Standards.

STOREFRONT PRIVATE FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 7 Private Frontage Standards.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT:
The following are definitions that pertain to stormwater management, as referenced in Article 14 of this Ordinance.
cast or pressed concrete paver block:

A. Cast or pressed concrete pavers are solid blocks set on a surface with joints that leave open spaces between each unit. The joints
may be filled with loose aggregate or pervious material such as pea gravel, sand, or soil. Another option is to plant grass in the
joints. Concrete pavers may be dyed during the manufacturing process. Additionally, the blocks can be pressed with a pattern that
simulates other more expensive materials such as brick, stone, or wood.

B. DETENTION BASIN: A storage site (such as a small reservoir) that delays the flow of water downstream. Typically used in
less urban contexts.

C. DRAINAGE DITCH: Drainage ditches are one of the more popular tools used to channel storm water. They are similar to
swales, but are typically more rugged in character and may have steeper sloping sides. Drainage ditches usually collect sheet and
piped runoff and channel it to a storage area or a natural creek.

D. GRASSED CELLULAR CONCRETE: Grassed cellular concrete is a reinforced concrete system with central voids set on a base
of gravel and sand. The optimal plants to use within these cells are low growing groundcovers and grasses, preferably self-sus-
taining native species. This material is very porous; it drains water at a rate of eighty to ninety percent of natural grassland, de-
pending on the solid-to-void ratio and the type of soil. The cells may be precast or cast on site and may be individual cells or
blocks of cells, depending on the manufacturer and the application. After placement, the voids are filled with aggregate or plant-
ing material.

E. GREEN ROOF: A building roof partially or completely covered with vegetation and soil, or a growing medium, over a water-
proofing membrane.

F. GREYWATER REUSE: Collection of household wastewater generated from domestic activities such as laundry, dishwashing,
and bathing which can be recycled on-site for uses such as landscape irrigation and constructed wetlands.

G. PERMEABLE PAVING: A range of materials and techniques for paving roads, parking lots and walkways that allow the move-
ment of water and air around and through the paving material. Whether pervious concrete, porous asphalt, paving stones or
bricks, all these pervious materials allow precipitation to percolate through areas that would traditionally be impervious.

H. RAIN GARDEN: A rain garden is a shallow depression that is planted with deep-rooted native plants and grasses. The garden
should be positioned near a runoff source like a downspout, driveway or sump pump to capture rainwater runoff and stop the
water from reaching the sewer system. Typically used in less urban contexts or in rear or side yards of buildings within an urban
context.

I. RAINWATER RE-USE: Collection and storage of rainwater so that it may be used for landscape irrigation.
J. RETENTION BASIN: A storage site similar to a detention basin but the water in storage is permanently obstructed from flow-
ing downstream. Retention basins are designed to hold the same level of water at all times. A retention basin with sloping bank
resembles a pond and typically does not require a fence around it because its gently sloping sides are safe. Retention basins can
help improve water quality by slowly absorbing water into the soil. Typically used in less urban contexts.

K. STONE PAVING BLOCKS: Stone pavers are solid blocks set on a surface with joints that leave open spaces between each unit.
The joints may be filled with mortar, sand, soil, or pervious material such as pea gravel or other loose aggregate. Other options
are to plant grass in the joints or leave them empty.

L. UNDERGROUND STORAGE: On-site, underground structures used for retention / detention of stormwater. Typically in-
stalled under parking lots or open spaces in dense urban districts.

M. VEGETATIVE AND STONE SWALE: A vegetative and stone swale is a type of swale. It is distinguished from other swales
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by the use of small stones as a base to help absorb the water faster. These swales are slight depressions planted with manicured
grass and have a three to five inch base of small stones. In some cases, the periodic placement of wooden weirs can help impede
flow in the event of a heavier rainstorm. The vegetative and stone swales transport stormwater to retention areas, with the goal
of allowing stormwater to infiltrate into the ground as it is channeled. This type of swale is most effective in more porous soils.

N. VEGETATIVE SWALE: Vegetative swales are usually manmade depressions (though some occur naturally), that filter and col-
lect runoff. The swales are open and fairly shallow to treat small quantities of sheet runoff. Vegetated swales differ from drainage
ditches in that they are planted with vegetation, which serves as an overland filtration tool and controls erosion. This tool should
be used to collect and treat sheet flow runoff before reaching a stream. The vegetation planted in these swales should be native
plants that are suitable to variable moisture ranges. Existing topsoil is preferred if conditions allow. Synonymous with Bioswale.

O. VEGETATIVE STORMWATER PLANTER: A stormwater planter is a small, contained vegetated area that collects and treats
stormwater using bioretention. Bioretention systems collect and filter stormwater through layers of mulch, soil and plant root
systems, where pollutants such as bacteria, nitrogen, phosphorus, heavy metals, oil and grease are retained, degraded and absorbed.

STORY:
That portion of a building (excluding a basement) included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the next floor above
it. If there is no floor above the floor, the space between the floor and the ceiling next above it shall be included as a story.

STREET:
An existing or planned public or private right-of-way that is designed, dedicated, or used principally for vehicular traffic and providing
access to abutting properties. The term street includes alley, avenue, boulevard, circle, court, cul-de-sac, drive, place, road, or any other
similar term.

STREET PERFORMERS:
The following are definitions that pertain to street performers, as referenced in Section 2.43 of this Ordinance.

A. PERFORM: Includes, but is not limited to, the following activities: acting, singing, playing musical instruments, pantomime, jug-
gling, magic, dancing, reading, puppetry, sidewalk art (working with non-permanent, water-soluble media, i.e., chalk, pastels, or
watercolors directly on the pavement), and reciting. Perform shall not include the production of items for sale.

B. PERFORMER: means a person who has obtained a permit pursuant to Section 2.43.
C. PUBLIC AREAS: means public sidewalks, parks, playgrounds and other pedestrian areas.

STREET, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY:
Where two (2) or more streets are compared for relative rank or importance, the primary street is the street with the higher(est) vehicle
traffic counts. A primary street may also be the street of the building address, in which case the secondary street is the street that the
side of the building faces.

STREET, PRIVATE:
Refer to Private Street definition.

STREETSCAPE:
The various components that make up the street, both in the right-of-way and on private lot frontages including pavement, parking
spaces, landscaping and street trees, streetlights, sidewalks, etc.

STRUCTURE:
Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a more or less permanent location on the ground or attachment to some-
thing having a permanent location on the ground, excepting utility poles, sewage pumping stations, and utility manholes.

STRUCTURE, PRINCIPAL:
Refer to Principal Building or Structure definition.
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TABLES:
Tables are information in tabular form utilized in this Ordinance to help convey regulation and intent while making the Ordinance eas-
ier to use. In the case of any difference of meaning or implications between the text of this Ordinance and any caption, illustration, pho-
tograph, table or graphic, the text shall control. Refer also to definitions for Images and Illustrations.

TEMPORARY SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

TERRACE / LIGHTWELL PRIVATE FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 7 Private Frontage Standards.

TOTAL HEIGHT FOR WIND TURBINES:
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

TOWER:
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

TRANSOM:
Architectural Element: A series of windows above the main storefront windows, typically separated from the storefront windows with
a horizontal member. Transom windows may be clear or opaque.

TRANSPARENCY:
The ability to see through with clarity. An opening in the building wall allowing light and views between interior and exterior. Only clear
or lightly tinted glass in windows, doors, and storefront windows shall be considered transparent. Required transparency is measured as
the area of glass and does not include window or door framing materials. Refer to Clear Glass definition.

TREE:
A self-supporting woody, deciduous, or evergreen plant which at maturity is fifteen (15) feet or more in height with an erect perennial
trunk and having a definite crown of foliage. The following definitions pertain to trees:

A.Canopy Street Tree: A deciduous tree which typically reaches a height of 40 feet or more at maturity and is characterized by of-
fering optimal shading potential while also aiding in the definition of the streetscape and public realm. Canopy street trees typi-
cally are planted in the parkway between the curb and the sidewalk.

B. EVERGREEN TREE: A tree typically having a mature height of greater than 13 feet, and exhibiting green leaves throughout
the year.

C. SPECIMEN TREE: A tree of special interest because of its shape or species, placed in a position of prominence in an open space
or yard, separate from other tree groupings. Typically a specimen tree will be a hardwood or softwood tree with a caliper of thirty
(30) inches or more or a native flowering tree with a caliper of twelve (12) inches or more and with a life expectancy of fifteen
(15) years or more.

D.Understory Street Tree, medium: A deciduous tree which typically reaches a mature height range of 25 to 35 feet. Medium un-
derstory trees typically offer some shading potential and ornament within the parkway, while also providing definition of the
streetscape and the public realm. Understory street trees are typically planted in the parkway between the curb and sidewalk, be-
cause of their informal definition, they are limited to certain Districts.

E.Understory Street Tree, small: A deciduous tree which typically reaches a mature height range of under 25 feet. Small understory
trees typically offer ornament within the parkway, while also providing irregular and informal definition to the streetscape. Un-
derstory street trees are typically planted in the parkway between the curb and sidewalk, because of their informal definition, they
are limited to certain Districts.
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TREE, HEIGHT OF:
Where a minimum height is specified for a deciduous or evergreen tree, the height shall be measured from the top of the tree to the sur-
rounding ground elevation or top of the ball (location where fabric containing root system meets the exposed trunk).

TRELLIS:
An outdoor garden frame used to partition an area and/or as a support for vines or other climbing plants.

TRIP GENERATION (RATES):
The number of trip ends associated with a development, based on building area, lot size, number of units, number of employees, or other
parameters. The number can be estimated using actual data from comparable developments or information given in nationally accepted
sources. An example of an accepted source is a trip generation manual developed by the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) or
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

TURNBUCKLE:
Architectural Element: A device for connecting and tightening a line, rod or stay, typically associated with a canopy or balcony.

TWO-FAMILY HOUSE BUILDING TYPE:
Refer to Article 6 Building Type Standards.

U DEFINITIONS “U”:

UNDERGROUND STORAGE:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

UNDERSTORY TREE, MEDIUM:
Refer to Tree definitions in Article 21.

UNDERSTORY TREE, SMALL:
Refer to Tree definitions in Article 21.

URBANMIXED-USE DISTRICTS:
The Districts in Downtown Hudsonville which represent and regulate the mixed-use context as envisioned in the Downtown Hud-
sonville Master Plan. These Districts include The Central Business District (HUD 7), The Mixed-Use A District (HUD 6), and The Town
/ Neighborhood Center A District (HUD 6). These Districts are regulated primarily by Building Types.

V DEFINITIONS “V”:

VALENCE:
Architectural Element: The fringe or vertical front surface of an awning.

VARIANCE:
A relaxation or modification of the requirements of this ordinance as authorized by the zoning board of appeals under the provisions
of this ordinance, as amended.

VEGETATIVE AND STONE SWALE:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

VEGETATIVE SWALE:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.
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VEGETATIVE STORMWATER PLANTER:
Refer to Stormwater Management definitions in Article 21.

VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE:
A mode of building based on regional forms and materials.

VETERINARY CLINIC:
Refer to Animals and Animal Services definitions in Article 21.

VETERINARY HOSPITAL:
Refer to Animals and Animal Services definitions in Article 21.

W DEFINITIONS “W”:

WALL SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

WATER COURSE OR WATER TABLE:
Architectural Element: A board or masonry projections fixed to the foot of a wall to shoot water away from it.

WETLANDS:
Any land area meeting the definition of wetlands as most currently recognized by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources or other
governmental unit having jurisdiction over wetland regulation within the city.

WHEELED SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

WIND ENERGY TURBINE (WET):
Refer to Wind Energy definitions in Article 21.

WIND ENERGY:
Refer to Section 14.06 Wind Energy. The following definitions pertain to items in Section 14.06.

A.Ambient Sound Level: The amount of background noise at a given location prior to the installation of a WET(s) which may in-
clude, but not be limited to, traffic, machinery, lawnmowers, human activity, and the interaction of wind with the landscape. The
ambient sound level is measured on the dB(A) weighted scale as defined by the American National Standards Institute.

B. Anemometer: A temporary wind speed indicator constructed for the purpose of analyzing the potential for utilizing a wind en-
ergy turbine at a given site. This includes the tower, base plate, anchors, cables and hardware, wind direction vanes, booms to hold
equipment, data logger, instrument wiring, and any telemetry devices that are used to monitor or transmit wind speed and wind
flow characteristics over a period of time for either instantaneous wind information or to characterize the wind resource at a
given location.

C.Decibel: The unit of measure used to express the magnitude of sound pressure and sound intensity. Decibels shall be measured
on the dB(A) weighted scale as defined by the American National Standards Institute.

D.Decommissioning: The process of terminating operation and completely removing a WET(s) and all related buildings, structures,
foundations, access roads, and equipment.

E.MediumWind Energy Turbine (MWET): A tower-mounted wind energy system that converts wind energy into electricity through
the use of equipment which includes any base, blade, foundation, generator, nacelle, rotor, tower, transformer, vane, wire, in-
verter, batteries, or other components used in the system. The MWET has a nameplate capacity that does not exceed two hun-
dred fifty (250) kilowatts. The Total Height does not exceed one hundred and fifty (150) feet.

F. Nacelle: The encasement which houses all of the generating components, gear box, drive tram, and other equipment.
G.Net-Metering: A special metering and billing agreement between utility companies and their customers, which facilitates the con-
nection of renewable energy generating systems to the power grid.

H.Operator: The entity responsible for the day-to-day operation and maintenance of a Wind Energy Turbine (WET).
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I. Rotor Diameter: The cross-sectional dimension of the circle swept by the rotating blades of a WET.
J. Shadow Flicker: The moving shadow, created by the sun shining through the rotating blades of a Wind Energy Turbine (WET).
The amount of shadow flicker created by a WET is calculated by a computer model that takes into consideration turbine loca-
tion, elevation, tree cover, location of all structures, wind activity, and sunlight.

K.Small Tower-Mounted Wind Energy Turbine (STMWET): A tower-mounted wind energy system that converts wind energy into
electricity through the use of equipment which includes any base, blade, foundation, generator, nacelle, rotor, tower, transformer,
vane, wire, inverter, batteries, or other components used in the system. The STMWET has a nameplate capacity that does not
exceed thirty (30) kilowatts. The Total Height does not exceed one hundred twenty (120) feet.

L. Small Structure-Mounted Wind Energy Turbine (SSMWET): A structure-mounted wind energy system that converts wind energy
into electricity through the use of equipment which includes any base, blade, foundation, generator, nacelle, rotor, tower, trans-
former, vane, wire, inverter, batteries, or other components used in the system. A SSMWET is attached to a structure’s roof, walls,
or other elevated surface. The SSMWET has a nameplate capacity that does not exceed ten (10) kilowatts. The Total Height does
not exceed fifteen (15) feet as measured from the highest point of the roof, excluding chimneys, antennae, and other similar pro-
tuberances.

M.Total Height: The vertical distance measured from the ground level at the base of the tower to the uppermost vertical extension
of any blade, or the maximum height reached by any part of the Wind Energy Turbine (WET).

N.Tower: A freestanding monopole that supports a Wind Energy Turbine (WET).
O.Wind Energy Turbine (WET): Any structure-mounted, small, medium, or large wind energy conversion system that converts wind
energy into electricity through the use of a Wind Generator and includes the nacelle, rotor, tower, and pad transformer, if any.

WINDOW SIGN:
Refer to Sign definitions in Article 21.

WOONERF PUBLIC FRONTAGE:
Refer to Article 9 Public Frontage Standards

X DEFINITIONS “X”:

No definitions for the letter X.

Y DEFINITIONS “Y”:

YARDS:
Except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance and as defined herein, the open space unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground
upward on the same lot with a principal or accessory building. Refer to Section 2.27 Lot and Yard Measurements.

YARDS, REQUIRED:
Reference to a specific required yard shall mean the minimum required yard as specified by this Ordinance.

Z DEFINITIONS “Z”:

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR:
An individual appointed by the planning commission with the consent of the city manager to administer the City of Hudsonville Zon-
ing Ordinance.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS (ZBA):
The City of Hudsonville Zoning Board of Appeals created under Michigan Public Act 207 of 1921, as amended.

ZONING DISTRICT:
Refer to District definition.
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