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CNN/Money Magazine names
Friendswood One of the Best
Places to Live in the United States

Z

Friendswood is the only community in the Houston area
to receive this recognition
Money magazine and CNN/Money recently named Friendswood, Texas as
one of the country’s “Best Places to Live.” Friendswood is the only community
in the greater Houston area and one of only six Texas cities to make the list. The
2009 list, which ranks Friendswood as No. 32 out of 100 cities across the United
States, focuses on smaller places that offer the best combination of economic
opportunity, good schools, safe streets, things to do and a real sense of community.
This marks the second time in three years that Friendswood has made CNN/
Money’s “Best Places to Live” list. In 2007, Friendswood ranked No. 51 out of
100 cities in the U.S. and was the only community in the greater Houston area
to make the list at that time as well.
The winning cities were chosen from a list with populations between 8,500
and 50,000. Job growth, cost of living, housing prices, education, arts and leisure
options, safety, diversity and health care are all factors when considering America’s
best places to live.
For the complete list, visit http://money.cnn.com. For more information on
the City of Friendswood, visit www.friendswood.com.

Friendswood Renews Household Hazardous Waste Contract with Pearland
Those Friendswood residents who wish to continue to dispose of their household hazardous waste in
a safe and environmentally friendly fashion can continue to do so under a renewed contract with the City
of Pearland.
In April of 2008, the City of Friendswood entered into a trial agreement with the City of Pearland to
allow 100 residents to each dispose of up to 100 pounds of chemical materials at Pearland’s Stella Roberts
Recycling Center, located at 5800 Magnolia in Pearland. The trial agreement proved to be a resounding
success, as many Friendswood residents took advantage of this partnership.
The new agreement between the Cities of Friendswood and Pearland now allows Friendswood residents
to dispose of up to 10,000 pounds of household chemical materials at the Stella Roberts Recycling Center.
5HVLGHQWVQHHGRQO\WREULQJLGHQWL¿FDWLRQSURYLQJWKDWWKH\DUHD)ULHQGVZRRGUHVLGHQW/RFDWHGDW
Magnolia (off of Harkey Road) in Pearland.
Household hazardous waste products shall include the following items:
)ODPPDEOHDQGFRPEXVWLEOHV±OLTXLGDQGVROLG
3RLVRQ±OLTXLGDQGVROLG
&RUURVLYHV±DFLGVDQGEDVHV
2[LGL]HUV±SRROFKHPLFDOV
/HDGDFLGEDWWHULHV
1LFNHO&DGPLXPEDWWHULHVOLWKLXPEDWWHULHVPHUFXU\EDWWHULHV
0RWRURLOFRRNLQJRLO
&DUÀXLGV
Latex paint, Oil based paint
For more information on this program, Friendswood residents can call the City of Friendswood at 281)RUPRUHVSHFL¿FLQIRUPDWLRQDERXW3HDUODQG¶V6WHOOD5REHUWV5HF\FOLQJ&HQWHUUHVLGHQWVDUH
encouraged to call the City of Pearland at 281-489-2795 or visit the City of Pearland’s website at www.
cityofpearland.com.

Friendswood Receives $2 Million Federal Grant
The City of Friendswood successfully secured $2 million in federal grant funding for the purposes of stimulating
HFRQRPLF GHYHORSPHQW DFWLYLWLHV WKDW ZLOO EHQH¿W WKH UHJLRQDO HFRQRP\  7KH JUDQW IXQGLQJ SURYLGHG E\ WKH
Economic Development Administration, will be used to create water and sewer infrastructure in the Harris County
portion of Friendswood, near Beamer Road and FM 2351.
This infrastructure project is expected to facilitate development in this area, including new industry and jobs
for the bay area economic base. Once complete, the new infrastructure will have the potential to diversify the
local tax base with economic development along the FM 2351 corridor in Friendswood’s north end—also known
as the panhandle.
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City of Friendswood
0LVVLRQ6WDWHPHQW
It is the Mission of the Council and Staff
of the City of Friendswood to provide the
highest level of service to our citizens at the
greatest value.

Focus on Friendswood

Adopted: July 9, 1990
Revised: January 4, 1993
Revised: August 18, 1997
Revised: January 12, 2004

Friendswood City Council meetings available on the City’s website
The City of Friendswood has recently made Friendswood City Council meetings available on the City’s website, www.
friendswood.com.
7KHYLGHRVZKLFKDUHGLVSOD\HGLQµ:LQGRZV0HGLD¶¿OHIRUPDWFDQEHDFFHVVHGDWWKH&LW\¶VZHEVLWHE\FOLFNLQJRQ
the City Council Meeting video link under ‘Online Services’ at the City’s homepage. Those wishing to view the video can
simply click on the video link at any time to view the most recent City Council meeting in its entirety.
The online availability of City Council meetings serves to provide all residents with access to City Council meetings,
despite their television subscription preference. This newest form of media serves to further the City of Friendswood’s
continuous goal of increasing the level of communication between the City and Friendswood residents.
In addition, DVD’s of past City Council meetings can be checked out at any time from the Friendswood Public Library,
416 S. Friendswood Dr.

*DOYHVWRQ&RXQW\6DWHOOLWH7D[2IÀFHWR3URYLGH$GGLWLRQDO'D\RI6HUYLFHDW
)ULHQGVZRRG&LW\+DOO
A recent expansion to the City’s ongoing partnership with Galveston County will include an additional day of service
DWWKH*DOYHVWRQ&RXQW\7D[2I¿FHVDWHOOLWHEUDQFKLQVLGH)ULHQGVZRRG&LW\+DOO%HJLQQLQJWKH¿UVWZHHNRI$XJXVWWKH
)ULHQGVZRRGEUDQFKRIWKH*DOYHVWRQ&RXQW\7D[RI¿FHZLOOEHRSHQHYHU\7KXUVGD\DQG)ULGD\SURYLGLQJIXOOVHUYLFHVWR
Galveston County residents.
Since the City’s partnership began with Galveston County in 2007, both the City and County have heard numerous requests
for additional days of service in Friendswood. A renewal of this contract between both entities provided the Friendswood
City Council with an opportunity to provide funding for this additional day of service.
7KHRI¿FHZLOOEHRSHQRQERWKGD\VDW)ULHQGVZRRG&LW\+DOO6RXWK)ULHQGVZRRG'ULYHIURPDPWRQRRQ
DQGIURPWRSP7KRVHZLWKTXHVWLRQVDERXWWKH*DOYHVWRQ&RXQW\7D[2I¿FHDQGWKHVHUYLFHVRIIHUHGFDQFRQWDFWWKH
RI¿FHDWRUWROOIUHHDW

Local Businesses Need to Stay in Touch with Friendswood Police
Friendswood Police want to remind local business owners and managers that the Police Department needs to
have current HPHUJHQF\FRQWDFWLQIRUPDWLRQRQ¿OH
Unfortunately, the need often arises where the police must make contact with business representatives when a
EXUJODU\¿UHRURWKHUHPHUJHQF\RFFXUVRYHUQLJKWRQZHHNHQGVRUKROLGD\V
+DYLQJFXUUHQWFRQWDFWLQIRUPDWLRQRQ¿OHZLWKWKH3ROLFH'HSDUWPHQWKHOSVWRHQVXUHWKDWDWLPHO\FRQWDFW
can be made.
Business contact information should be updated with the Friendswood Police Department at 281-996-3314.
Focus on Friendswood
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Five Star Spirit Award

Cub Scout Pack #442, Den 1
Visit Municipal Court
The Friendswood Municipal Court, with the help of Judge
Richard Flake and Prosecutor Steve Baker, hosted Friendswood
Cub Scout Pack #442, Den #1. The eight scouts, along with their
leaders visited the court on April 8 to observe the court and some
of its operations. These Cub Scouts are working to earn their
Criminal Justice badge.

The Friendswood Community Appearance Board has
been very busy this spring with a variety of projects aimed
at making the City of Friendswood beautiful. They started
off the year with the annual Tree Giveaway helping people
replace trees lost during Hurricane Ike. Then in April, the
CAB board held their annual Spring Sparkle, providing an
opportunity for citizens to clean up around their homes and
GLVSRVHRIWKHGHEULVLQDVDIHDQGHI¿FLHQWIDVKLRQ
2QJRLQJSURMHFWVLQFOXGHGWKHEXLOGLQJRIDQHZÀRZHU
EHG LQ 6WHYHQVRQ 3DUN DQG WKH FRQWLQXHG EHDXWL¿FDWLRQ
projects there. Also, the CAB board dressed up the
)ULHQGVZRRG$FWLYLW\%XLOGLQJE\SODQWLQJVRPHÀRZHUV
in the beds, which the board helped a local Eagle Scout
candidate landscape. The Community Appearance Board
worked with the City’s Community Services Department this
spring in arranging for mulch to be placed in the medians
along with tree replacement in the medians.
The recipient of the matching grant given each year
by the Community Appearance Board was awarded to
Friendswood Oaks subdivision for their beautiful new
entrance. In addition, an ongoing project for the CAB board
LV WKH %XVLQHVV %HDXWL¿FDWLRQ$ZDUG JLYHQ UHFHQWO\ WR
Hunter’s Creek subdivision. A new initiative implemented
by the board this spring was to recognize Friendswood
businesses that go above and beyond in their efforts to
beautify their property with a letter of commendation from
WKHERDUG7KH¿UVWOHWWHUVZHQWWR-DFNLQWKHER[3ULPURVH
School, and Perry’s and Sons Market and Grill. The board
will continue to recognize businesses each month.
The community Appearance Board is working on a
Keep Texas Beautiful grant that could result in a substantial
DPRXQWRIPRQH\IRUEHDXWL¿FDWLRQSURMHFWVIRU)ULHQGVZRRG
Board member Loretta Murphy and Community Services
Department secretary Kimberly Ramirez recently attended
the Keep Texas Beautiful annual conference in Houston to
get ideas about the grant application process and to hear
from other cities in this area who have been awarded the
Keep Texas Beautiful grants in the past.
Fall events sponsored by the Community Appearance
Board include Fall Haul-A-Day scheduled for November
7 in Centennial Park and Santa in the park in December.
The Community Appearance Board is made up of
twelve volunteers who, along with help from Friendswood’s
Community Services Department, give their time to beautify
our community with flowers and landscaping projects
in order to provide our citizens and visitors a pleasing
environment as they travel within Friendswood. For
information on how to volunteer in Friendswood, please
call the City at 281-996-3270.

Corner

7KH)LYH6WDU6SLULW$ZDUGUHFLSLHQWIRUWKH¿UVWTXDUWHURI
2009 is Gerardo “Lalo” Aza, Parks and Maintenance worker
in the City’s Community Services Department. Gerardo has
served the City of Friendswood since June of 2006, starting
as a laborer with the Community Services Department.
Gerardo was nominated by his co-workers for his ability
to go above and beyond the requirements of his job, and
IRUKLVFRQWLQXRXVGLVSOD\RIDOO¿YHHOHPHQWVRIWKH)LYH
Star Spirit, including being courteous, competent, reliable,
professional and enthusiastic.
We appreciate the service that “Lalo” has provided this
community, and we congratulate him on being the recipient
RIWKH)LYH6WDU6SLULW$ZDUGIRUWKH¿UVWTXDUWHURI

Community Appearance Board
Keeps Friendswood Beautiful

.HHS)ULHQGVZRRG%HDXWLIXO
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The Library Corner

&ODVVLF0RYLH1LJKWV

Film is free and shown on an 8x10 ft. projection screen.
Refreshments provided. Contact the library at 281-4827135 for movie details.
6FKHGXOH
7KXUVGD\$XJXVWDWSP
7KXUVGD\$XJXVWDWSP
7KXUVGD\6HSWHPEHUDWSP

&RPSXWHU&ODVVHV
No registration needed. Some computers available to
¿UVWDUULYDOVRQD¿UVWFRPH¿UVWVHUYHEDVLV&RPSXWHU
class offered every other Thursday. The topics rotate and
include Internet searching, Microsoft Word, E-mail, and
free library database resources.

6FKHGXOH
7KXUVGD\$XJXVWDWSP%HJLQQHU¶V,QWHUQHW
6HDUFKLQJ
7KXUVGD\$XJXVWDWSP%HJLQQHU¶V0LFURVRIW
Word
7KXUVGD\6HSWHPEHUDWSP%HJLQQHU¶V(PDLO

/LEUDU\DQQRXQFHV1HZ2QOLQH'DWDEDVH
The Friendswood Public Library is pleased to
announce that it now provides Career Library online
database. Career Library offers a comprehensive
information resource for career and college research.
Four user-friendly components help users match their
interests to occupations, education prospects, and
more.
These four components include:
Exploration Center – This component lets users
assess career interests and explore information
pertaining to occupations and higher education. It
contains interest and skills assessments, connecting
results to a career cluster and/or occupation list.
It provides various search options and important
information including: occupation search, college
VHDUFK ¿QDQFLDO DLG LQIRUPDWLRQ DSSUHQWLFHVKLSV
PLOLWDU\ RFFXSDWLRQV FROOHJH PDMRUV VWDWHVSHFL¿F
data, occupation video library (English and Spanish),
and more.

Planning Center – This component lets users obtain
printable resources and gather information that will
assist with planning to enter the higher education
community or the workforce. It includes resources
such as a resume builder, as well as college and career
planning checklists.
Resource Center – This segment lets users search for
web resources related to colleges/universities, careers,
curriculum, and much more. It provides information on
LWHPV LQFOXGLQJ ³&RRO -REV´ MRE SUR¿OHV RQ XS DQG
coming or out of the ordinary careers), web resources,
full text articles, standards-aligned curriculum,
occupation video library (English and Spanish), state
VSHFL¿FGDWDDQGPRUH
Activity Center – This component offers ways for
users to test their knowledge on History, Vocabulary,
Math, English, and occupations in an engaging
environment. It includes items such as interactive
quizzes on history and vocabulary, online polls, sample
proficiency and standardized test questions, GED
sample tests and more.
&RQWHQWIHDWXUHVRICareer Library:
Over 2,500 occupations, Cool Jobs, and postsecondary career paths
Nearly 4,000 2 year and 4 year colleges and
universities
Surveys and assessments based on the 16 federal
career clusters (also in Spanish)
ASVAB, COPS/CAPS, Holland Alignment
Multiple search entry points for career and college
searching
&RPSUHKHQVLYH¿QDQFLDODLGFHQWHU
Occupation video library (also in Spanish)
State-specific data on resources, job searches,
scholarships and more
Regularly updated test preparation for GED, ACT/
6$7DQGSUR¿FLHQF\
Access Career Library from the Friendswood
library’s website:
http://www.friendswood.lib.tx.us/
Click on Electronic Library and look for the Career
Library icon. Remote access requires your 14-digit
Friendswood library barcode number. Scroll to the
bottom for Coin Career Library. For assistance, contact
the Friendswood Public Library at 281-482-7135.

Focus on Friendswood
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&LW\RI)ULHQGVZRRG)ORRG$ZDUHQHVV8SGDWH
 /2&$/)/22'+$=$5' - The purpose of this
QRWL¿FDWLRQLVWRLQIRUP\RXRIÀRRGKD]DUGVDVVRFLDWHG
with our local drainage-ways (Mary’s Creek, Chigger
Creek, Cowards Creek and Clear Creek) and suggest
possible actions you can take to protect yourself.
)ULHQGVZRRGKDVDORQJKLVWRU\RIÀRRGLQJ,QDGGLWLRQ
to our normal rainfall, we are often inundated by rain from
Tropical Depressions, Storms, and Hurricanes. Some of
the most devastating events include:
1961 – Hurricane Carla damaged 46 homes in the City
of Friendswood
 ± 7URSLFDO 6WRUP &ODXGHWWH ÀRRGHG RYHU 
percent of the homes in Friendswood with 26” of rain
2001 – Tropical Storm Allison produced 27 inches of
rain and damaged over 530 homes in the City
The City of Friendswood has FEMA maps that designate
ÀRRG]RQHVZLWKLQWKHFLW\7KHPDSVDUHDYDLODEOHIRU
viewing on our website at www.ci.friendswood.tx.us
under GIS Interactive Mapping, or from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
LQ&RPPXQLW\'HYHORSPHQWRQWKHVHFRQGÀRRURI&LW\
Hall at 910 S. Friendswood Drive. Additionally, if you
ZRXOGOLNHDÀRRG]RQHGHWHUPLQDWLRQ\RXFDQFRPHE\
or call 281-996-3291.
 )/22'6$)(7<Flooding can occur with little
ZDUQLQJ,QRUGHUWRPLWLJDWHWKHKD]DUGVRIÀRRGLQJ
.QRZWKHÀRRGZDUQLQJSURFHGXUHV
Plan escape routes to high ground.
During heavy rainfall, monitor the level of water in
the drainage-way. Stay tuned to radio or TV for possible
ÀRRGZDUQLQJV
(YDFXDWHWKHÀRRGKD]DUGDUHDLQWLPHVRILPSHQGLQJ
ÀRRG RU ZKHQ DGYLVHG WR GR VR E\ WKH SROLFH RU ¿UH
departments.
'RQRWDWWHPSWWRFURVVDÀRRGLQJVWUHDPRQIRRWRU
by car.
If your car stalls in high water, abandon it immediately
and seek higher ground.
Stay away from power lines and electrical wires.
.HHSFKLOGUHQDZD\IURPÀRRGZDWHUVGLWFKHVFXOYHUWV
and storm drains.
 )/22' ,1685$1&(  Your homeowner’s
LQVXUDQFH SROLF\ ZLOO QRW FRYHU ORVVHV GXH WR ÀRRGLQJ
Friendswood participates in the National Flood Insurance
Program, which makes flood insurance available to
everyone in the City. For many people, their home and its
contents represent their greatest investment. We strongly
XUJH\RXWREX\ÀRRGLQVXUDQFHWRKHOSSURWHFW\RXUVHOI
IURPGHYDVWDWLQJORVVHVGXHWRÀRRGLQJ. Information about
ÀRRGLQVXUDQFHFDQEHREWDLQHGIURP\RXULQVXUDQFHDJHQW
<RXGRQRWKDYHWROLYHLQWKHÀRRGSODLQWRTXDOLI\IRU
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ÀRRGLQVXUDQFH3URSHUW\RZQHUVFDQLQVXUHWKHLUEXLOGLQJV
and contents and renters can insure their possessions. Just
EHFDXVH\RXUKRXVHKDVQRWÀRRGHGLQWKHSDVWGRHVQRW
mean it won’t in the future. There is a 30-day waiting
SHULRGEHIRUHDÀRRGLQVXUDQFHSROLF\WDNHVHIIHFWVR\RX
VKRXOGFDOO\RXULQVXUDQFHDJHQWQRZWR¿QGRXWPRUH
 3523(57< 3527(&7,21 0($685(6 
0HWKRGVDUHDYDLODEOHIRUUHWUR¿WWLQJÀRRGSURQHSURSHUW\
VXFKDVÀRRGSURWHFWLRQOHYHHVHOHYDWLQJH[LVWLQJVWUXFWXUHV
and protection barriers. Literature is available at the City
of Friendswood Public Library from FEMA regarding
UHWUR¿WWLQJ  (PHUJHQF\ PHDVXUHV WKDW FDQ EH WDNHQ WR
minimize damage are also explained – including moving
furniture and sand bagging.
 1$785$/$1'%(1(),&,$/)81&7,216
7KHWHUP³ÀRRGSODLQ´RIWHQFDUULHVDQHJDWLYHFRQQRWDWLRQ
EHFDXVH RI SDVW H[SHULHQFHV ZLWK ÀRRGLQJ KRZHYHU WKH
QDWXUDO FKDUDFWHULVWLFV RI D ÀRRGSODLQ SURYLGH EHQH¿FLDO
functions as well. Floodplains serve to protect the value of
our water resources, living resources, and cultural resources.
7KH\SURWHFWQDWXUDOÀRRGVWRUDJHDQGFRQYH\DQFHZDWHU
quality maintenance, and groundwater recharge. In our
creeks in Friendswood, they also provide for breeding,
QXUVHU\DQGIHHGLQJJURXQGVIRU¿VKDQGZLOGOLIHDVZHOO
as a source of nutrients for nearby wetlands.
 0$32)7+(/2&$/)/22'+$=$5'The
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) shows the 100-year
ÀRRGSODLQ $( WKH\HDUÀRRGSODLQ 6KDGHG; DQG
DUHDVRXWVLGHRIWKHGHVLJQDWHGÀRRGSODLQ 8QVKDGHG; 
,WDOVRVKRZVWKHÀRRGZD\LQ)ULHQGVZRRG,WLVDYDLODEOH
for viewing on the City’s website at www.ci.friendswood.
tx.us under GIS Interactive Mapping. The 100-year
ÀRRGSODLQLVWKHDUHDWKDWLVSURQHWRÀRRGLQJDQGKDVD
RQHSHUFHQWFKDQFHRIEHLQJÀRRGHGLQDQ\JLYHQ\HDU7KH
\HDUÀRRGSODLQLVWKHDUHDWKDWLVSURQHWRÀRRGLQJZLWK
DSHUFHQWFKDQFHRIEHLQJÀRRGHGLQDQ\JLYHQ\HDU
6PDOOHUÀRRGVKDYHDJUHDWHUFKDQFHRIRFFXUULQJLQDQ\
\HDUDQGFDQVWLOOFUHDWHDVLJQL¿FDQWÀRRGKD]DUGWRSHRSOH
and property close to the creeks.
 )/22' :$51,1* 6<67(0  The City of
Friendswood has the following programs in operation in the
HYHQWRIDPDMRUÀRRGLQJHYHQW$FDOOGRZQV\VWHPKDV
EHHQHVWDEOLVKHGZLWKPRVWRIWKHKRPHRZQHUVDVVRFLDWLRQV
the City provides news through the AM radio station 1650
WPMZ. Also, KTRH and KPRC provide current weather
information for the Friendswood Area. The Police and Fire
Departments use a mobile address system, a telephonebased warning system-First Call, and seven sirens located
WKURXJKRXWWKH&LW\WRSURYLGHÀRRGZDUQLQJV
 )/22'3/$,1'(9(/230(173(50,76
The City of Friendswood has a Flood Damage Prevention
Ordinance that requires a Development Permit for building,

Focus on Friendswood

&LW\RI)ULHQGVZRRG)ORRG$ZDUHQHVV8SGDWH&RQWLQXHG
H[FDYDWLRQ¿OOLQJSDYLQJJUDGLQJRURWKHUZLVHGHYHORSLQJ
LQWKHÀRRGSODLQ$'HYHORSPHQW3HUPLWVXEPLWWDOPXVW
contain a Grading Plan. The Grading Plan must show
existing topographic information, all proposed development
work, and be signed and sealed by a registered Professional
Engineer. Contact Community Development or visit our
website at www.ci.friendswood.tx.us prior to any such
development to obtain permits and information. Citizens
VKRXOG DOVR UHSRUW DQ\ LOOHJDO ÀRRGSODLQ GHYHORSPHQW WR
RXURI¿FHDW
 68%67$17,$/ '$0$*( 68%67$17,$/
,03529(0(17  Per the City’s Flood Damage
Prevention Ordinance:
Substantial Damage means damage of any origin
sustained by a structure whereby the cost of restoring the
structure to its before damaged condition would equal or
exceed 50 percent of the market value of the structure before
damage occurred.
6XEVWDQWLDO ,PSURYHPHQW means any repair,
reconstruction, or improvement of a structure, the cost of
which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value
of the structure either before the improvement or repair is
started, or if the structure has been damaged and is being
restored, before the damage occurred.
New construction and Substantial Improvements shall
be constructed in compliance with the City’s Flood Damage
3UHYHQWLRQ2UGLQDQFHRUEHVXEMHFWWRD¿QHQRWH[FHHGLQJ
$2,000 per day per violation.
 '5$,1$*(6<67(00$,17(1$1&(The
City of Friendswood, Galveston County Consolidated
Drainage District (GCCDD), and Harris County Flood
Control (HCFC) all have jurisdiction within the City of
Friendswood and provide regular maintenance to all of
the drainage ways. &LWL]HQV VKRXOG UHSRUW DQ\ GHEULV
RU EORFNDJHV WR WKH DSSURSULDWH DJHQF\ IRU UHPRYDO.
.HHSLQJWKHGUDLQDJHZD\VFOHDULQWKHHYHQWRIDÀRRGFDQ
help minimize potential damage.
For issues in Galveston County,
contact GCCDD at: (281) 482-0404
For issues in Harris County,
(713) 684-4000
contact HCFC at:
 27+(5,1)250$7,21
Federal Emergency Management Agency:
www.fema.gov
Texas Department of Emergency Management:
www.txdps.state.tx.us
Galveston County Consolidated Drainage District:
www.gccdd.dst.tx.us
Harris County Flood Control:
www.hcfcd.org
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Clear Creek Project:
www.clearcreekproject.com

&RPPXQLW\5DWLQJ6\VWHP &56
The Community Rating System (CRS) program was
created by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) to provide further incentives for additional
DFWLYLWLHV E\ FRPPXQLWLHV WKDW UHGXFH ÀRRG ORVVHV DQG
support the sale of flood insurance. Any community
participating in the National Flood Insurance Program
1),3 PD\DSSO\IRU&56FODVVL¿FDWLRQLQRUGHUWRREWDLQ
ÀRRG LQVXUDQFH SUHPLXP UDWH FUHGLWV IRU LWV UHVLGHQWV
The community must demonstrate that it is implementing
ÀRRGSODLQPDQDJHPHQWDQGSXEOLFLQIRUPDWLRQDFWLYLWLHV
that exceed the minimum requirements of the NFIP.
Today, there are approximately 20,000 communities in
the NFIP and more than 1,000 communities in the CRS.
%DVHGRQWKHVHQXPEHUVWKRVHLQ&56UHSUHVHQWWKHWRS¿YH
SHUFHQWRIWKHQDWLRQ¶VÀRRGSURQHFRPPXQLWLHV7KH&LW\
of Friendswood began participating in the CRS Program
LQDQGKDVPDLQWDLQHGDFODVVL¿FDWLRQRIVLQFHWKDW
time. However, effective October 1, 2003, the City of
Friendswood achieved an unprecedented rating of 5, and
is now ranked as one of the highest ranked communities
participating in the NFIP. There are only three communities
in Texas that are currently ranked with a CRS rating of 5.
Communities may apply for CRS classification in
order to obtain flood insurance premium rate credits
for their residents. Friendswood has demonstrated that
it is implementing floodplain management and public
information activities far exceeding the minimum
UHTXLUHPHQWV RI WKH 1),3  ,I \RX FDUU\ ÀRRG LQVXUDQFH
check with your agent for the lower premium cost. If you
GRQRWSDUWLFLSDWHLQÀRRGLQVXUDQFHQRZLVDJUHDWWLPH
to start.
This information has been compiled for citizens and
property owners within the city limits of Friendswood
as a part of this application process. The purpose of this
DUWLFOH LV WR LQIRUP \RX RI WKH ÀRRG KD]DUGV DVVRFLDWHG
ZLWKÀRRGLQJDQGVXJJHVWSRVVLEOHDFWLRQV\RXFDQWDNHWR
protect yourself.
NOTES:
1. The number below is the National Flood Insurance
Program Community Number for the City of Friendswood.
:LWKWKLVQXPEHUUHIHUHQFHGRQ\RXUÀRRGLQVXUDQFHSROLF\
you are assured of getting the discount earned by the City’s
participation in the Community Rating System. Please
EHVXUHWKLVQXPEHULVUHIHUHQFHGRQ\RXUÀRRGLQVXUDQFH
policy: &RPPXQLW\1XPEHU
 &RPSOHWHG HOHYDWLRQ FHUWL¿FDWHV DUH DYDLODEOH LQ
WKH&RPPXQLW\'HYHORSPHQWRI¿FH
This notice is a public awareness project as a part of
the National Flood Insurance Program Community Rating
System. For more information, call 281-996-3291.

Focus on Friendswood
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Emergency Preparedness

BE PREPARED FOR ANY TYPE OF EMERGENCY
The Friendswood Office of Emergency Management has many systems to warn citizens of an
impending emergency, potential danger, or hazardous conditions. Please look to these warning
devices for your information and protection.

EMERGENCY INFORMATION

E-MAIL ALERTS
Citizens can register for instant e-mail alerts regarding emergency notices or other official city
business. These notices will be generated automatically from the city to the e-mail address you
have registered. Go to the city’s website www.ci.friendswood.tx.us and click on “Sign Up for Email Alerts”. Your personal information will remain private and you will receive e-mails involving
only official city business.
WARNING SIRENS
A total of seven sirens are installed throughout the city to warn the public in case of a pipeline
emergency or other serious emergency. The Outdoor Warning Siren System is tested on the
first Friday of every month at noon.
RADIOS AND TELEVISION
 5DGLR)ULHQGVZRRG,QIRUPDWLRQ5DGLR$0RU.75+$05DGLR
 7HOHYLVLRQ&LW\RI)ULHQGVZRRG3(*&KDQQHODQGDOO+RXVWRQORFDOVWDWLRQV
FIRST CALL, NEWS & PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS
The City of Friendswood is utilizing the First &DOO 1RWLILFDWLRQ 6\VWHP DQG WKH +DUULV &RXQW\
Neighborhood Early Warning System (NEWS). Both of these systems are telephone-based
community warning systems for major emergencies in our city. These systems allow the City to
quickly alert citizens in the area affected or if need be, the entire city, of an emergency,
potential danger or hazardous condition. The system, when directed, will begin calling all the
phone numbers in the affected area, alerting those individuals to the situation and how to
protect themselves. Citizens with unlisted numbers who wish to be part of the
Notification System are encouraged to visit First Call’s website, www.firstcall.net,
and click on the tab titled “Unlisted Number Registration” and fill out all the required
information. Residents can also call the registration line at 866-484-3264.
BASIC EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
 Do not call 9-1-1 unless you need to report an emergency
 ,Q WKH HYHQW RI D power outage, do not call 9-1-1. Contact your local power
provider.
EXTENDED POWER OUTAGES
3XEOLF VHUYLFH DQQRXQFHPHQWV 36$V  ZLOO EH SRVWHG RQ WKH GRRUV RI &LW\ +DOO and the
Friendswood Public Library.
EDUCATIONAL PREPAREDNESS INFORMATION
5HIHUHQFH WKHVH ZHEVLWHV  www.fema.gov/areyouready; www.ready.gov; www.redcross.org;
www.disastercenter.com; www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem; www.gcoem.org; www.hcoem.org.

Friendswood Office of Emergency Management
Phone: 281-996-3335
E-mail: eoc@ci.friendswood.tx.us
City of Friendswood’s website: www.ci.friendswood.tx.us.
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GUIDE

Do you have a family emergency plan? Local, state and federal officials urge citizens to
become better prepared by developing a plan, putting together an emergency supply kit, and
learning what to do during natural disasters or any emergency situation.

Emergency Preparedness Checklist
BE PREPARED BEFORE THE HURRICANE

 .QRZWKHVWRUPVXUJHKLVWRU\DQGHOHYDWLRQRI
WKH DUHD  (PHUJHQF\ 0DQDJHPHQW DQG
National Weather Service officials can help
supply this information).
 /HDUQ D VDIH SULPDU\ DQG DOWHUQDWH URXWH
LQODQG,I\RXGHFLGHWRHYDFXDWHGHFLGHDKHDG
of time where you are going and know what to
bring with you.
 ,QYHQWRU\DOO SURSHUW\ ZLWK D FDPHUD RU YLGHR
equipment, review all your insurance policies
KRPHRZQHU¶V IORRG ZLQG VWRUP   5HPHPEHU
DOO SROLFLHV PXVW EH LQ HIIHFW DW OHDVW  GD\V
prior to a disaster.
$VVHPEOHD'LVDVWHU6XSSOLHV.LW
&KHFN IRRG DQG ZDWHU VXSSOLHV  +DYH FOHDQ
air-tight containers to store at least 2 weeks of
GULQNLQJZDWHU± JDOORQVSHUSHUVRQ
 6WRFNXSRQFDQQHGDQGQRQSHULVKDEOHIRRG
 .HHS D FRROHU ZLWK IUR]HQ JHO SDFNV IRU
packing refrigerated items.

 &KHFN SUHVFULSWLRQ PHGLFDWLRQV ± REWDLQ
DWOHDVWGD\VWRZHHNVVXSSO\
 6WRFN XS RQ H[WUD EDWWHULHV IRU UDGLRV
flashlights and lanterns.
 &KHFNIRUDPSOHILUVWDLGVXSSOLHV
 3UHSDUHD'LVDVWHU6XSSO\.LWIRUSHWV
 0DNHSODQVIRU\RXUOLYHVWRFN
.HHS WKH WUHHV DQG VKUXEEHU\ WULPPHG  &XW
weak branches and trees that could fall against
your house.
 .HHS DQG VWRUH DOO OHJDO GRFXPHQWV LQ RQH
secure container or safe which is easily moved.
0DNH DQ LQYHQWRU\ RI GRFXPHQWV SKRWRV DQG
other irreplaceable items that need to be taken
in case of an evacuation.
WHEN A HURRICANE WATCH IS ISSUED
A WATCH means that hurricane conditions pose
DSRVVLEOHWKUHDWWRWKHDUHDZLWKLQKRXUV
0RQLWRU UDGLR 79 12$$ :HDWKHU 5DGLR IRU
official bulletins of the storm’s progress.
 )XHODQGVHUYLFHDOOYHKLFOHV
 ,QVSHFWDQGVHFXUHPRELOHKRPHWLHGRZQV
 3UHSDUHWRFRYHUZLQGRZVDQGGRRUHQWUDQFHV
with shutters or plywood.
6WRUH DQG VHFXUH RXWGRRU ODZQ IXUQLWXUH DQG
other loose, lightweight objects (garbage cans,
garden tools, potted plants, etc.).
 +DYHDQH[WUDVXSSO\RIFDVKRQKDQG $70¶V
may not be working during a storm or power
outage).

WHEN A HURRICANE WARNING IS
ISSUED
A WARNING PHDQV VXVWDLQHG ZLQGV RI 
PSK RU KLJKHU DUH H[SHFWHG ZLWKLQ  KRXUV
or less
 &ORVHO\ PRQLWRU UDGLR 79 12$$ :HDWKHU
5DGLRIRURIILFLDOEXOOHWLQV
 )ROORZ LQVWUXFWLRQV LVVXHG E\ ORFDO RIILFLDOV
LEAVE IMMEDIATELY IF ORDERED TO
DO SO
 &RPSOHWHSUHSDUDWLRQDFtivities – putting up
storm shutters, storing loose objects, filling
up water containers, etc.
 (YDFXDWH DUHDV WKDW PLJKW EH DIIHFWHG E\
storm surge flooding.
 ,I HYDFXDWLQJ WXUQ RII DQG GLVFRQQHFW
appliances from outlets (a precaution to
prevent further damage).
 ,I HYDFXDWLQJ OHDYH HDUO\ DQG LI SRVVLEOH
during daylight hours.
 /HDYHDOOPRELOHKRPHVLQDQ\FDVH
 1RWLI\ QHLJKERUV DQG IDPLO\ PHPEHUV
outside of the warned area of evacuation
plans.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY -- City of Friendswood
 3ROLFH)LUH(06

NON-EMERGENCY – City of Friendswood
 3ROLFH

 2IILFHRI(PHUJHQF\0DQDJHPHQW


WEBSITES
+RXVWRQ*DOYHVWRQ1DWLRQDO:HDWKHU
Service
www.srh.noaa.gov/hgx
1DWLRQDO +XUULFDQH &HQWHU7URSLFDO 3UHGLFWLRQ
Center
www.nhc.noaa.gov
+DUULV&RXQW\2IILFH
RI+RPHODQG6HFXULW\www.hcoem.org
Galveston County Emergency
0DQDJHPHQW
www.gcoem.org
7;'HSDUWPHQWRI(PHUJHQF\
0DQDJHPHQWwww.txdps.state.tx.us/dem
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Hurricane Preparedness Checklist
IF YOU ARE EVACUATING
 6WD\ ZLWK IULHQGV RU UHODWLYHV RU DW D ORZ
rise inland hotel/motel outside of flood zones.
 /HDYH HDUO\ WR DYRLG KHDY\ WUDIILF URDGV
blocked by floodwaters, and impassable
bridges due to high winds.
8QSOXJ VHQVLWLYH HOHFWULFDO DSSOLDQFHV
FRPSXWHU79VHWF
 3XWXSVKXWWHUVRUSO\ZRRGRQZLQGRZVDQG
GRRUV5HLQIRUFHJDUDJHGRRUV
 0RYHDOOSDWLRIXUQLWXUHKDQJLQJSODQWVJDV
grills, etc. inside.
 7XUQ RII WKH JDV DW HDFK DSSOLDQFH (Do not
turn off gas at the gas meter as the proper
pressure needs to be maintained in the gas
piping)
 6KHOWHUV ZLOO EH DYDLODEOH IRU SHRSOH ZKR
have no other place to go. Shelters may be
crowded and uncomfortable, with no privacy
and no electricity. Do not leave home for

a shelter until government officials
announce on radio and/or TV that a
particular shelter is open.
IF YOU ARE STAYING AT HOME

Reminder! Only stay home if a
mandatory evacuation order has not
been made. If told to leave, DO SO
IMMEDIATELY
 Store water. Fill sterilized jugs and bottles

with two weeks supply of drinking water.
 )LOOEDWKWXEDQGODUJHFRQWDLQHUVZLWKZDWHU
for sanitary purposes (this can be used for
bathing, washing dishes, etc.)
 7XUQ UHIULJHUDWRU WR PD[LPXP FROG DQG
open only when necessary.
 7XUQ RII XWLOLWLHV LI WROG WR GR VR E\
authorities.
 7XUQRIISURSDQHWDQNV
 8QSOXJVPDOODSSOLDQFHV
 6WD\LQVLGHWKHKRPHDWDOOWLPHV
 DO NOT CALL UTILITY COMPANIES

WITHIN
THE
FIRST
FEW
DAYS
FOLLOWING THE STORM AS THEY WILL
BE BUSY HANDLING EMERGENCIES.

(Instead, call your answering machine to see
if it picks up; call your neighbors; monitor
the
news;
check
the
website
for
general
www.CenterPointEnergy.com
outage information).
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IF WINDS BECOME STRONG…
 6WD\ DZD\ IURP ZLQGRZV DQG GRRUV HYHQ LI
they are covered. Take refuge in a small
ground floor, interior room, closet, or hallway.
Take a battery-powered radio, a NOAA
:HDWKHU5DGLRDQGDIODVKOLJKW
 &ORVH DOO LQWHULRU GRRUV 6HFXUH DQG EUDFH
external doors, particularly double inward
opening doors and garage doors.
 ,I LQ D PXOWLSOHVWRU\ EXLOGLQJ DQG DZD\
from the water, go to the first or second
floors and take refuge in the halls or other
LQWHULRU URRPV DZD\ IURP ZLQGRZV  ,QWHULRU
stairwells and the areas around elevator
shafts are generally the strongest part of a
building.
NOTE: Be alert for tornadoes, which often
are spawned by hurricanes.
Also, if the
“EYE” of the hurricane should pass over your
area, be aware that the improved weather
conditions are only temporary and that the
storm conditions will return with winds
coming from the opposite direction some
times in a period of just a few minutes.
AFTER THE STORM PASSES…
 6WD\LQSURWHFWHGDUHDXQWLODQQRXQFHPHQWV
DUH PDGH RQ WKH UDGLR RU 79 WKDW WKH
dangerous winds have passed.
 ,I DOUHDG\ HYDFXDWHG GR QRW UHWXUQ KRPH
until officials announce area is ready.
5HPHPEHU SURRI RI UHVLGHQF\ PD\ EH
required in order to re-enter the evacuation
areas.
 'R QRW GULYH WKURXJK VWDQGLQJ RU IORZLQJ
water.
 $YRLG FUHHNV VWUHDPV DQG GUDLQDJH
systems.
 %H DZDUH RI WKH VXUURXQGLQJV ZKHQ
returning as extreme damage could render a
familiar landscape unrecognizable.
 $YRLG VWDQGLQJ ZDWHU ± HQHUJL]HG SRZHU
lines could be submerged in water.
 $YRLGORZKDQJLQJRUGRZQHGSRZHUOLQHV
 ,IZDWHUKDVUHDFKHG\RXU electrical outlets,
contact a licensed electrician before turning
on the main circuit breaker. Any submerged
appliances or equipment will need to dry for
at least one week and be checked by
qualified repair personnel prior to being
turned on.
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Public Works Projects
8WLOLWLHV
The City’s Sewer Rehabilitation Program will be targeting
FM 518 between FM 528 and FM 2351. The City’s contractor
has cleaned and inspected 11,849 linear feet of sewer line
and 3,867 linear feet of sewer main. This program has
immensely improved the sewer line infrastructure, resulting
in the reduction of main line stoppages throughout the City.
7KH &LW\ LV DOVR FXUUHQWO\ DXGLWLQJ DQG SDLQWLQJ ¿UH
hydrants located in the west area of town starting at Moore
Road, and progressing to FM 518 for the Fire Hydrant
Spacing and Auditing Program. In addition, Public Works
ZLOOVRRQEHLQVWDOOLQJDGGLWLRQDO¿UHK\GUDQWVLQFRPSOLDQFH
ZLWKWKH6WDWHRI7H[DVUHJXODWLRQUHTXLULQJD¿UHK\GUDQWEH
placed every three hundred feet.

6WUHHWVDQG'UDLQDJH
This Summer, the City has been removing and replacing
a 200 foot section of street on West Castlewood from the
West Castlewood bridge to FM 518. The City will continue
working in various areas of the city under the 2008/2009
Concrete Streets and Drainage Maintenance Project.
The City’s newly purchased mud pump allows the City
of Friendswood to raise sunken sections of street or sidewalk
WKDWLVQRORQJHUÀXVKZLWKFRQQHFWLQJVHFWLRQV7RGDWHWKH
Public Works department has raised 2,979 linear feet and
removed and replaced 645 linear feet of sidewalks throughout
the city. In addition, 16,101 square feet of City streets have
been raised in Friendswood.
Painting and striping streets and crosswalks are a
continuous operation in the community. The striping of
crosswalks, stop bars, and edge line in The Forest subdivision
has been completed. Street and stop signs are being replaced
in the Eagle Lakes and Friendswood Lakes subdivisions as
well.
The Public Works department is also currently preparing
for this year’s hurricane season. Drainage crews are grading
ditches while cleaning the City’s drainage inlets, culverts and
storm drains. Furthermore, the Public Works Operations
section is checking and maintaining generators located at
Friendswood water and lift station facilities in preparation
for any power outage that might occur as a result of a storm.
Generator power at the City’s water and sewer facilities are
one of the most important components of maintaining City
services in the event of a Hurricane or other events that might
knock out electrical power for an extended period of time.
For more information on Public Works activities, or to
report water leaks, sign issues or other City infrastructure
problems, contact the City’s Public Works department at
281-996-3380.
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New Rules Limit Home-Based Businesses
At the meeting on June 15, 2009, Friendswood’s City Council voted to adopt changes to the “home
occupation” portion of the City’s Zoning Ordinance, limiting the location of parked vehicles related to home
occupations and adding a provision to protect the residential character of Friendswood neighborhoods.
6RPH)ULHQGVZRRGFLWL]HQVH[SUHVVHGFRQFHUQVDERXWWUDI¿FVDIHW\DQGDFFHVVIRUHPHUJHQF\YHKLFOHV
in their subdivisions at numerous public meetings. Large trucks, trailers and other vehicles parked on the
streets have the potential to block the view of drivers on residential streets, and if vehicles are parked on
ERWKVLGHVRIWKHVWUHHWLWPD\EHGLI¿FXOWIRUHPHUJHQF\YHKLFOHVWRPDQHXYHUWKHVWUHHWVZKLOHUXVKLQJ
to an emergency situation. Many options were discussed in limiting the activities and operations of home
occupations, however, restrictions such as limiting the number of trips per day to the residence and the
QXPEHURIHPSOR\HHVDUHGLI¿FXOWIRUWKH&LW\RI)ULHQGVZRRGWRHQIRUFH7KHFKDQJHVWKDWZHUHPDGH
regarding the parking of vehicles and maintaining the residential character of the area are clear and have
GH¿QLWHSDUDPHWHUVIRUWKH&LW\WRHQIRUFH
The intent of the home occupation ordinance is to maintain the residential integrity of Friendswood.
Provisions exist in the City’s ordinance that prohibit on-premise advertising, external alterations to a
residential structure, special construction or offensive equipment in relation to the home occupation. A
KRPHRFFXSDWLRQLVGH¿QHGDVDQLQFLGHQWDODQGVXERUGLQDWHXVHWRWKHUHVLGHQWLDORUGZHOOLQJXVHDQG
further prohibits retail businesses of any sort. For a copy of the complete home occupation ordinance,
please contact the City of Friendswood at 281-996-3270 or go to www.municode.com.
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